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)7oTHiNO can be more contradictory than the descriptions of American Manners, pub- 
llshed abundantly of late by travellers of different qualificationa. Perhaps no statements 
in print need to Be received with so large a per centage of allowance as those made by 
political partisans of the "old C4>untry," in relation to the existin«r condition of the 
United States. It is difficult, beyond conception, for those who wisn to ascertain the 
real state of American sodety, to get at the facto by consoUing the innumerable publi-* 
cations of recent tourists. He who undertakes the task requires abundance ai pataence, 
leisure, and perseverance. 

A wish to diminish the labours of such as may desire a little information on this 
Bulgect, gave rise to the following compilation. It presents a series of the most strik- 
ing anecdotes that are to be found in the collected Journals of the most sensible, most 
extravagant, most liberal, and most (Hrejudiced <tf our travellers. The editor has tried 
to gratify no political or party spirit, but has drawn his sketches with strict impartiality 
from writers of all grades of political princii|le,— his aim being to exhibit the jimericatu 
AS THEY ARE, to do justice to his authorities, and to gratify with mingled amusement 
and instruction the reader who may honour his little bw>k witii a perusal. 
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DOMESTIC MANNERS OF THE AMERICANS. 



AMERICAN HATrONALtTIES. 

NiTiOKAL Sbnsitivekhss. — The Amoricani are fond of assuring 
trarellers ^at all they want on account of their country nnd them- 
eelvea ia fair play ; that they court si^utiny, so that it is reported 
without flippancy or scurrility ; but whenever the reply t^ their frequent 
question of " what Ao ye think of ua upon the whole," is not un- 
inihgled praise, it is easy to perceive that Ihey are dissatisfied and 
disappointed. The British traveller is, especially, annoyed by the 
absurd vanity, na, the Americans are particularly sensitive to the 
opinion entertained of thein by the British, and appear to care 
far less for what mere foreigners think of them. 

The Americans are very adroit in seizing on every circumstance 
in the least available for self-laudation. One day 1 happened to 
mention to u lady how much I had been amused by observing the 
stage-coach drivers, managing their horses so much more by worda 
than by the whip, " O yes, Sir," said she, " the ciromnslance is 
interesting, as showing intelligence in our men, ntid sagacity in 
the aniniala." 1 smiled At this curious interchange of human wisdom 
and brute sagacity, but tiie lady, nut EStisficd with the exprewioD of 
my countenance, lired up and answered my smile by asking " If I did 
not think the people of America, upoD the whole, remarkably intelli- 
gent.' —Ciiptoin Hall. 
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of accounting for this is, that our game laws prevent oar sailors 
from acquiring expertness in shooting at a mark, while their sailors, 
from their practice in shooting, can split hairs. They are fond of 
considering themselves more modem, and consequently more ad- 
vanced than the English, and look upon even our classic literature as 
useless relics of the dork'ages. On one occasion some young ladies 
were asking me questions about London, when they were silenced 
by another lady teUing them to hold their tongue about London, 
and if they would know what a fine city was, to look at Philadelphia. 
An atlas was once brought to me, that I might satisfy myself of the 
fact of Great Britain being a miserable little comer of the earth, 
not equal to one of their States, after which feat the exhibiter stuck 
his feet up to the chimney-piece, and whistled Yankee -Doodle ! 
Every American is continually boasting of their glorious institutions, 
but none of them could make me understand what they meant by the 
phrase.— 'Mr« TroUope. 

Modesty.— Mr Everett, in a recent fourth of July oration, speaks 
thus :— •'' We are authorized to assert that the era of our independence 
dates the establishment of the only perfect organization of government 
Our government is in its theory perfect, anainits operation it is per- 
fect also. Thus we have resolved the great problem in human af&irs. 
A frame of ffovemment, perfect in its principles, has been brought 
down from the airy regions of Utopia, and mis found a local habi- 
tation and a name in our country !" This self-laudation is ably 
followed up by a late American Quarterly Reviewer. '' It would 
be departing from the natural order of things, and the ordinary 
operations of the great scheme of providence ; it would be shut- 
ting our ears to the voice of experience, and our eyes to the evident 
connexion of causes and their effects, were we to reject the extreme 
probability, not to say moral certainty y that the old world is destined 
to receiTO its influences in future from the new.'^ — Mrs TroUope^ 

Public Gratitude.— The Americans do not reward meritorious pub- 
lic servants with pensions, when no longer able from age to perform 
the duties of office, or when their services are no longer required. It 
is evident therefore that the motives to serve the public, must be 
cramped, by the starvation policy, in those most ambitious of honour- 
able distinction. Surely there must be a medium between corrupt 
and careless profusion, in expenditure of the public funds, and abso- 
lute denial of well-earned reward, to those, whose best days have 
been passed in the nation's service. It is true that the Americans 
enriched La Fayette, a foreigner; but then they left Jefferson, Munro, 
Clinton, and other distinguished countrymen of their own to starve. 
'-^Captain Hall. 

Principle. — An eminent French officer, after the death of Napo.> 
leon, retired to America, where he was endeavouring to establish a 
sort of Polytechnic school. Happening to hear this officer's charac- 
ter described in a company of literary and scientific men in Phila-. 
delphia, I remarked that his devotion to the cause of freedom 
mu«t prove very serviceable to him in the United States. '' Not in the 
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least," ahswttred a mntleiBan of hiffh literary reputation in- the city, 
** it miffht be usefuf to him in England, but here we care not what 
people 8 principles may be ! "— •Jlfr« Trollope. 



QuBEa ** FiGUBB Hbads/'— In the rage to have everv thinr as 
diflerent as possible from the mother country, the Americans haTe 
invented very strange names and ^igns for their places of business. 
For example, in New Yoik may be seen over many a door Flour 

AND FkBO StORB— LbaTHBB AND FlKOINO StORE— UnCURRBNT NoTBS 

Bought. This last would seem at first sight, not a very prepossess- 
ing', line of business ; but it loses its dangerous look when we learn 
that it is followed by persons who know exactly the state of the innu- 
merable fry of banks throughout the Union, many of whose notes are 
of a suspicious value, and who buy up this depreciated paper at large 
profits.— -07/»/aiVt HiUl. 

LiTBRART AcQUiRKMBNTs.— An extremely small class of Americans 
are familiarly acquainted with the classics ; nor have they such a 
knowledge of modem literature, as tvill assist in the formation of 
style. Their acquaintance with modem literature, extends only to 
the books of the day. Chaucer and Spenser, it would be ridiculous 
in their idea to speak of as modem — Sherlock, Taylor, and our other 
glorious old divines and philosophers, suit not the rapidity of the 
American mind, and the ''wits of Queen Anne's days,'' are neither un- 
derstood nor studied. They are still less acquainted with standard 
foreign literature. All the glories of Italy from Dante to Monti, are as 
little Known to them as the Welsh efiusions of Urien and Modred are to 
us ; and Rousseau, Voltaire, Diderot, &c. , though once read by the old 
federalists, are now only known as naughty words! — M.rs Trollope. 

American Eloquence.— In the speeches of their crack orators, 
one is gorged to the throat with praises of their government, and the 
character and intelligence of the people. The orator ascends into 
the seventh heaven of bombast, and descends into the deepest pit of 
the bathos, and in his language there is nothing vernacular, but the 
vulgarities, and an entire disregard of propriety. — Captain Hamilton. 

Newspapers.— I read newspapers from all parts of the Union, and 
found them utterly contemptible in point of talent, and so virulent 
in abuse, as to excite disgust not only towards the writers, but also 
towards the public who support them. In them the war of politics, 
seems not the contest of opinion supported by appeal to argument, but 
the squabble of greedy and abusive partisans, appealing to the vilest 
passions of the populace, and quite unscrupulous as to their instru- 
ments of attack. I assert this deliberately, and with a full recollection 
of the unwarrantable length to which politi<^l hostility in England 
is too often carried. — Captain Hamilton. 

. Public Institutions at New YoRK.^There is a practical good 
sense very striking in the management of these things in this city. 
The Asylum for the Destitute is especially interesting : it receives 
and attempts to reclaim to honest and industrious habits, youthful 

a2 
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delinquents of both sexes. There is a Tery remarkable difference 
between the boys and the girls ; the former are as jfine-looking a set 
of lads as I ever saw, fuO of gaiety^ actiTe and cheerful ; but the 
. girls are exactly the reverse, heavy, listless, indifferent, and melan- 
choly. The boys when removed from the evil influence which had 
upset them, rise like a spring when pressure is withdrawn ; but the 
poor girls can hardly look up again — ^they are like the lily whose 
leaves once soiled never brighten again.— -Jfr« Trollope. 

Crubltt to Animals.*— The hackney-coaches in New York are 
much superior to those which disgrace the London stands. The 
horses harnessed to them never exhibit those shocking specimens o£ 
cruelty which the poor hacks in London do. Indeed, during a 
residence of two years in this country, I have never seen a single 
instance of brutality towards animals, such as one is hourly com- 
pelled to witness in the streets of any English town.— -JH/m Kemble. 

American Deoenbragt.— The present generation exhibit no im- 
provement in taste, or elevation in intellect, above their fathers. 
On the contrary, they are altogether inferior, and as compared with 
their fathers, 1 have no hesitation in pronouncing the greater portion 
of the richer classes to be less liberal, less enlightened, less observ- 
ant of the proprieties of life, and certainly far less pleasing in manner 
and deportment. — CaptcUn Hamilton, 

Love of DoLLARs.^At a party one evening, my worthy host was 
very assiduous in introducing me to the more prominent individuals. 
In doing this, he considered it necessary to preface each introduc- 
tion with some account of the pecuniary circumstances of the gentle- 
man. *^ That tall, thin person," said he, *' with the cast in his eye, 
and his nose a little cocked, that man, not three months ago, made 
a hundred thousand dollars by one speculation in tallow! — you mfust 
allow me to introduce you to him." Another gentleman was worth 
at least half a million, a third still more opulent, and so on ; and, in 
short, had I been introduced to so many bags of dollars, instead of 
to their possessors, the ceremony would have been as interesting, 
and less troublesome. Of course, the travelled and more intelligent 
of the Americans do not exhibit the same intensity of devotion for 
dollars ; but it is unquestionably true, that the tone of conversation, 
even in the best circles, is materially lowered by the degree in which 
it is engrossed by money and its interests.— Co^^a/n Hamilton, 

Youthful Calculator.— A little boy, eight years old, the son of 
a gentleman with whom we resided at Mount Vernon, used frequently 
to come into our room ; we often joked with him about going wid^ 
us to Britain, and he seemed rather inclined to go. One day he said 
to me, " What will you give me, if I go with you to Britain ?" 
** Five dollars a month.'' Off he ran to inquire whether five dollars 
were suflicient wages at his years, and back he came in ecstasy, 
having found out that ours was a good ofler. " I accept," said he, 
'' but I must have my board." This was granted ; then said he, '* I 
mustjiave my washing too.'\ We demurred to that, to try the effect 



AMBBICAN NATIOMALITIBfi. 7 

of it upon the boy, but he wa« quite firm — erery body in his country 
had board and washing besides wages, and he would not go any- 
where unless they were promised.— -Mr Stuart. 

Nick, thb Chicken Merchant. — ^Nick was about ten years old, 
the. son of the dirtiest and poorest looking pair in our neighbour- 
hood. I had often observed him playing among a ragged crew of 
marble players. " Have you," said I to him, rather surprised at 
our merchant, " chickens to sell, my boy ?" ** Yes, and eggs too, 
more than what you'll buy." He asked the same price which I used 
to pay at market for plucked chickens prepared for table, and I told 
him he should be cheaper. ** Oh, for that, .1 expect I can fix 'em as . 
well as ever them was, what you got in market. '' You fix them P" 
** Yes, to be sure, why not ?" "I thought you were too fond of 
marbles." He gave me a keen glance, and said, '' You don't know 
I. When will you be wanting the chickens P " Nick had the 
chickens ready at the time specified, and extremely well ^* fixed." 
When I paid him, he thrust his hand into his breeches-pocket, and. 
drew out for change more dollars and other coins than his dirty little 
hand could well hold. I told him he was rich. The little Jew 
sneered very unchildishly, and replied, '' I guess 'twould be a bad 
job for I, if that was all I'd got to show." Nick bought his chickens 
lean by the score, and eggs by the hundred, from we wagons that 
passed his mother's door ; he fattened the chickens in coops, and - 
retailed the eggs by the dozen. '^ Do you give the money to your 
mother, Nick ? " said I to him. '' I expect not," was the reply, 
with a sharp glance of his ugly blue eye. '' What do you do with 
it then ? " ''I takes care of it." I give this story of the boy 
chicken-merchant, not as cJiaracteristic in all respects of America, 
but of the independence of the little man, and of that calculating and 
money-getting character which is all but universal in America. — Mrs 
Trollope. 

Climate. — To the climate of America is attributed the ill looks 
and ill health of the ladies, who decline in appearance shortly after 
the age of twenty. But while they are brought up so efieminately, 
take so little exercise, live during winter in rooms like ovens, and 
marry so early, it will appear evident that many causes beside that 
of an extremely variable climate, combine to sallow the complexion^ 
and destroy the constitution of the fair Americans. — Miss Kmble. 

Climate.— The climate of the northern and central states is one 
degree better than that of Nova Scotia, which struck me', in 1814, as 
being the worst in the world. The heat in summer is that of Jamaica, 

' in winter that of Russia. On making the American coast, we had 
four days of denser fog than I ever saw in London. At New York^ 
the weather was fine in November for about a week ; at Boston, 
during my whole residence, I scarcely ever saw the sun ; at Phila- 
delphia, snow covered tlie ground from January to March ; and at 
Baltimore and Washington, there was no improvement. The 
tremendous vicissitudes of temperature necessarily impair the human 

L frame^ to which if we add the almost universal marsh exhalations. 
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nod the auxiliary influence of dram-drinking' and tobacco-chewingfj^ 
\re shall have no difficulty in accounting for the squalid and sickly 
aspe<:t of the population. Among the peasantry, I nerer saw one 
florid or robust man, nor any one distinguished by that fulness and 
rotundity of muscle ^vhich everywhere meets the eye in £ngland. 
The inhabitants of many parts of New York excite compassion.in 
the spectator ; their like I have only seen in the Maremma of Tus- 
cany, and the Gampagna of Rome.-^Captain Hamilicn^ 

Thkrb ark Taxes in America.—- I went to the land-office with the 
third No. of Chambers' Infonuation for the People in my po<4cet, to 
inquire what lands were for sale in the Highlands of Pennsylvania, 
intending to look at them before makins* a purchase. A person in 
tke 4>ffice handed me a book thidLer than the Edinburgh Review, 
entitled, ^* State Lands for Sale, for Arrears of Taxes ;" there were 
some of these in every township of Pennsylvania. This was news 
to me, as I had thought that there were no taxes in America.—- JUr 
Weatoru 



t- 
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Pat Your Taxbs.— 'The following curious notice we found In In- 
diana, and preserved it as perhaps the most singular document of 
the kind ever printed. 

*' LOOK OUT, DBLINQUBNTS. 

** Those indebted to me for taxes, fees, notes, and accounts, are 
specially /requested to call and pay the same on or before the 1st 
cby of December, 1828, as no longer indulgence will be given. I 
have called time and again, by advertisement and otherwise, to little 
efl*ect ; but, now the time has come when my situation requires imme- 
diate payment from all indebted to me. 1 am at a loss to know the 
reason why those charged with taxes neglect to pay ; from the negli- 
gence of many, it would seem that they think the money is mine, or 
uiat I have funds to discharge the taxes due to the state, and that I 
can wait with them till it suits their convenience to pay. The money 
is not mine, neither have 1 the funds to settle the amount of the dupli- 
cate. My only resort is to collect; in doing so, I should be sorry 
to have to resort to the authority given me by law for the recovery of 
the same. Every good citizen should pay his taxes, for it is in that 
way government is supported. Why are taxes assessed unless they 
are collected ? Depend upon it I shall proceed to collect agreeably 
to law, so govern yourselves accordingly. 

'' John Spkncer, 

" Sh'ff and Collector, D. C 
Nov. 20th, 1828. 
"N. B.— On Thursday, the 27th inst., A. St Clair and Geo. H. 
Dunn, Esqrs., depart for Indianopolis ; I wish as many as can pay 
to do so, to enable me to fom'ard as much as possible to save the 
Si per cent, that will be charged against me after the 8th of Decem- 
ber next. — " J. S."'^Jtfr* Trollope, 

• Inquisitivenbss.— We went in the steamer, North America, up the 
Hudson to Albany, and mixed freely with the company on board. 
'Shnt was no greater disposition to be inquisitive exhibited by any 
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ope we conversed with, than would have been iSbown on a similar 
occasion in England.— Jlr Stuart. 

Ladibs Wanted.—- Atthe Massadiasetts* annual cattle show, which 
is a kind of fair also, altbouefa there were numerous parties of males 
assembled, eridently solely for pleasure, yet there were no women. 
The exhibition took place in a pretty Tillage four miles from the 
populous city of Boston, on a fine sunny day, and althoufffa attended 
by crowds of men, yet nothing could be more funereal-looking, or 
less like menry-making. Hearing a fiddle strike up, I went to the 
booth whence the sound came, and found four men ituidBg a reel f 
— Captain Hall. 

LiTBRART Habits.— The United States furnish perhaps the most, 
striking proofs in the world of the value of literary habits in human- 
izing mankind ; for nowhere, during my stay in America, did I ever 
meet a literary man who chewed tobacco or drank whisky ; and, on 
the contrary, I never met any who were not, who had escaped these 
degrading habits.— -Jlfr« Troilope. 

GoNoRBss AT Washington.-— The ladies have a gallery expressly 
for their use in the House of Representatives, and this circmnstance 
was often pointed out to me as a proof of the superior gallantry of 
the Americans in comparison with the English. But I do not admit 
this inference ; it is well known that the exclusion of ladies from the 
House of Commons, arose from their dividing the attention of the 
members too much, and in fact causing them to neglect the business 
of the House, that they might enjoy we company of the fair critics 
in the galleries ; it will be some time ere such a law be needed in 
America for such a reason.— It was mortifying to see this splendid 
hall filled with men in the most unseemly attitudes, and nearly all 
iqpitting to an excess. There were thinly scattered among the crowd 
a few distinguished by not wearing their hats, and by sitting in 
their chairs like other people ; whenever I inquired the name of one 
of these exceptions, I was told that it was Mr so and so of Virginia. 
-^Mrs Troilope. 

Depbrencb to Fbmales.— <I never saw men more anxious than the 
gentlemen in the American stage-coaches always were, to accommo- 
oate the ladies, by changing places, or making any arrangement that 
was ]^88ih\e.^Captain Hall. 

How TO Fbbl thb Pbople^s PuLSB.— Every postmaster in the 
Union is required to insert, in his return, the title of every news- 
paper received at his office for distribution. This return is laid be- 
fore the secretary of state, who knows the political character of all 
tlie journals, and is thus enabled to feel the political pulses of the 
people.— ifr* Troilope. 

Bars, t. e. Groo Shops.— These odious places stare one in the 
face at every turn. There are generally two in steam-boats, one 
iqpoa deck, and one below ; they are to be found in all the theatres ^ 
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at the Gauterskill Falls there are two, one on each side of the catar- 
act, any thing but in harmony with the sublime scenery of the place ; 
at the museum, in the city of Albany, havinjP turned to the right hand 
instead of turning to the left, I found myself in the eternal bar ! and^ 
in short, go where you will, B*— A— R is sure to meet you. — Cap- 
tain Hall, 
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• DiNNRR IN A New York Hotel.— At least one hundred people 
were seated at table, every one stared rudely at me, and I saw at a 
glance they knew me to be a stranger. There was plenty provided, 
and every one helped himself to wnat he liked, sometimes stretching 
over three persons to get at a favourite dish. I was so astonished at 
the scene, which was like the hasty meal of a retreating army hotly 
pursued by an enemy, that 1 forgot to help myself. On asking to 
be helped to a dish placed before another gentleman, he stared at 
me, coolly helped himself to another supply, and paid no attention, 
whatever to my request. I now took the hint and helped myself, as 
the good things were vanishing marvellously quick. In a short time 
the guests '' cleared out" as if by magic ; the waiters cleared the 
table, and replenished it for a new company. — Mr Weston, 

' Meals. — In hotels at New York, the whole guests take their meals 
together, the breakfast hour is eight o^clock, that for dinner three 
o* clock. There is no conversation, every one being intent on the 
business of the moment, and so soon as it is despatched, every one 
rises and goes off to his respective calling. In short, these assem- 
blages for meals resemble funereal meetings, and are utterly devoid 
of the sociality which prevails in Europe on the like occasions.— 
Captain HalL 

Meals in a New York Hotel. — The landlady sat at the head of 
the table distributing tea and coflee, the table was loaded with 
viands of all descriptions, so much so, that it would have been diffi- 
cult for a stranger to have guessed that it was breakfast, which the 
numerous guests were devouring with such steam-power voracity. 
Here all was hurry and bustle, every one apparently vying with hi« 
neighbour to be first done. Eggs are not ate out of the shell, but 
poured into a glass and churned up with mustard, &c. , and then dis-ji^ 
cussed with a spoon, or drunk off at once. A few minutes sufficed'^ 
to satisfy the whole company, and in fact it would have been impo^ 
sible for any one to have continued such strenuous exertions beyond 
a very limited period. The dinner hour at New York is three o'clock, 
the whole inmates of hotels generally assemble about that hour in the 
bar, and when the bell rings to announce that dinner is served, n 
rush of all present takes place to the dining room, for which there 
seems no accounting as there is no difficulty of getting places. The 
appearance of the dinner table is inviting enough, although the made 
dishes are decidedly bad, and the sauces nothing but liquid gprease ; 
there are plenty of unobjectionable viands, on which any one may 
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make an excellent meal. As at breakfast, there is no conversation, 
gulping and swallowing as if for a wager, and *'iielp yourself" 
without minding your neighbour, are the order of the hour. The 
Americans are not conyivial beings, they look upon eating and 
drinking as tasks to be got oyer as quickly as possible ; yet it is not 
the claiius of business which create this singularity, for the most ex- 
peditious bolters of their dinner will spend hours afterwards smoking 
and lounging at the har.'^'Captmn Hamilton. 

Dinner at Niblo's Tavern.— The dinner was more excellent in 
its materiel than for its cookery or arrangement. We had oyster 
soup, shad, venison, partridge, grouse, various sorts of wild ducks, 
and a host of other dishes, all set at once upon the iajAe, Of course 
balf the dishes were cold before the guests were ready to partake of 
them. The venison was good, but very inferior to fallow deer, tlie 
other game is not at all like that of the .same names with us, and 
▼ery dry and flavourless. The wines were excellent, and the com- 
pany agreeable in all respects. — Certain Hamilton, 

MsALs IN Steam Boats on the Hudson. — Breakfast was served at 
lialf-past eight, and dinner at two o'clock. Both meals were good 
' and liberal in auantity. The Americans eat more animal food than 
the British, and they eat more at breakfast than at dinner. No one 
remained longer than twenty minutes at dinner, there was no wine 
drunk, nor was there a suigle straggler remaining in the dining-room 
after twenty minutes from sitting down. The meals were served in 
a very handsome style, by picked men of colour, and there was no- 
tiling the most fastidious could find fault with, except the spit-boxes 
which were everywhere, although smoking was not allowed in the 
cabins nor after-part of the decks. — Mr Stuart, 

Meals in Steam Boats on the Mississippi. — These are devoured 
with the most voracious rapidity, and there is a total want of the 
usual courtesies at table. It is quite impossible for the ladies to 
preserve their dresses from the contamination of the continual loath- 
some spitting. A ffreat number of the gentlemen on board were 
dignified by the titles of general, colonel, major, and so on.; but 
their frightml manner of feeding — ^plunging the whole blade oC- the 
knife into their, mouths— picking their teeth with pocket knives*— the 
strange and uncouJi phrases and pronunciation, distinguished them 
very disagreeably from the militaires of Europe.-— i&'tf Trollope. 

Hateriel op the Table. — Ham and beef-steaks appear at break- 
, dinner, and supper. I never saw turbot, salmon, or freush cod ; 
bat the rock and shad are excellent. The canvass-back dude, when 
delicately served, is superior to black cock ; they have no hares, and 
I never saw a pheasant. The dessert is placed on the table before 
tho' cloth is removed, it consists of pastry^ preserved fruits, and 
cream. Very little wine is drunk at table, and in fact there is no 
hard drinking at jovial dinners ; but there is plenty of the vice in- 
dulged in in solitary dram-drinking. Mixed dinner parties of ladies 
aod gentlemen are very rare^ and when they do occur, with few ex- 
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ceptions, the ladiee are placed at one end of the table, and the gen- 
tlemen at the other. — Mrs Trollope, 

Gbntlbmrn at Market.— At Cincinnati the gentlemen go to 
market; even those of the ''highest standing" leave -their beds at 
sunrise 'every day and sally forth in search of meat, butter, eggs, 
and vegetables. They may be seen returning with an immense 
basket on one arm, filled with provisions of all sorts, and a large 
ham hanging from the other. They go to market as smartly dressed 
as if they were going to a ball.— -Jlfr* Trollope. 

Marketing.— 'It is more the custom at New York for gentlemen 
to go to market than ladies, and they frequently carry home their 
purchase, especially if it be poultry, in their own hands. I have 
heard of the chief-|U8tice Marshall, the head of the law courts in 
America, frequently carrying home his dinner from market. — Mr 
Stuart, 

Society in Boston.— 'The practice of living in boardin^-house, 
is common here as well as all over America ; but the cold and formal 
habits of other places are exchanged for an agreeable franloiess. 
The general character of the inhabitants is good-tempered and 
polite, and even in the midst of discussions, which generally are 
very acrimoniously handled elsewhere, 1 did not meet with the 
least captiousness or uncivil personality. The company at the 
boarding-house where we resided, were of the most amitible descrip- 
tion, and all vied in showing the strangers every attention. On one 
occasion, hearing my little girl screaming with delight in the dining- 
room, I had the curiosity to open the door, and found that the good- 
natured people had got the child scampering on the table, while 
each puffed out a broadside of smoke from his segar as she passed. 
^-"Captain Hall. 

Citizens of Baltimore. — The society in this place is agreeable 
and intelligent, and it is not the custom, elsewhere so universal, to 
cram down the throats of strangers their institutions and everythimr 
else in the slightest degree remarkable ; but, on the contrary, afi 
was rational and moderate praise and fair play, on these matters. 
There is no teasing importunity to examine and to praise their show 
places, but they are left to make their own impression, and it is 
quite comfortable to find one's self among so pleasant a circle of rea- 
sonable people. The citizens of Baltimore evidently understand, 
that praising one's own country is neither agreeable to a stranger nor 
likely to raise it in his estimation. They tell him openly and fairly 
y/haterer he asks, and leave him. to make his own conclusions. — 
Captain Hall. 

Good Society. — There is a class of Americans whom travellers 
rarely meet, but which is by far the most interesting, in my opinion, 
which the country aflbrds. I speak of those families scattered 
thidcly through all the states, from whose original settlers many of 
them are immediately descended. Among this large but widely 
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scattered portion o£ the community, should the European traveller's 
fortune lead him, he will Bnd hospitality without ostentation, purity 
of monUs independent of tlie dread of opinion, intellectual.euUiva- 
tion unmixed with the desire of display, great simplicity of life and 
igDOTMice of the world, originality of mind naturally arising from 
independence and solitude, and the best because the most Aatural 
manners. Of such I know from the lowor shores of the Chesapeake, 
to the half savage territory around Michllimakinack,— i2»jr Kemble, 

Drinking. — Generally speaking, Americans swallow much more 
«f all sorts of spiritual nauseousness than we do in our country. 
The men take brandy, in a way that would astound people of any 
respectability in England, and the quantity and quality of their po- 
tations are as destructive of every thing IHce refinement of palate> 
as detrimental to their health. There is a total loss of all niceness 
of taste, consequent upon their continual swallowing of mint julaps, 

S*n slings, brandy cocktails, and a thousand strong messes which 
ey take even before breakfast, and indi/lerently at all hours of the 
day/ I have been told the women in this country drinkl I never 
saw but one circumstance that would lead uie to believe the asser- 
tion. At the baths, in New York, one day, I saw the girl who was 
waiting upon the rooms carry mint julaps -(a preparation of mint, 
sugar, and brandy) into three of them. I was much surprised, and 
asked her if this was a piece of service she often performed for the 
ladies who visited the baths? She said, ''yes, pretty often." 
Though the aentlemen drink more than any other gentlemen, the 
lower orders nere are more temperate thaii with us.-^Miss Ken^le. 

Bai.1. at Charlkston. — The ball was given by the Jodcey Club, 
in the large rooms of the St Andrew Society, and was handsomely 
got up in every respect, >vith one slight exception — the ladies and 
ffontlemen did not seem to be acquainted with each other. The 
ladies were placed in rows along the walls, and the gentlemen stood 
jn groups near the door, except during tlie dance ; nor did they seem 
to nave any wish to associate with their fair companions. On this 
•occasion, as during the whole of my visit, I can state positively that 
I did not perceive any thing approaching to what might be termed 
a flirtation ; or any thing else but the coldest and most icy propriety. 
^Captain Hqllf 

Ball at Cincinnati. — I attended the Birth-day ball, as It is called, 
wiiich takes place all over the States on the anniversary of General 
Washington's birth. The company was numerous and well dressed, 
and among them were many very beaiitifui girls. Not observing in the 
room a very pretty yomig lady ^vhem 1 had seen at the school 
exnuiination, I asked a gentleman what had become of the beautiful 
Miss C. " You don'^t understand our aristocracy," he replied, " the 
family of Miss C. are mechanics ! " The bulk of the men present I 
knew to be shopkeepers. They call themselves merchants, and ex- 
clude mechanics, even such as are master-tradesmen, from their public 
amusements. The dancing portion of the entertaimnent was pretty 
much like our assize or race-balls, except that i\ie figures are bawled 
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out in English, from the orchestra, which sounds ludicrously to an 
European ear ; but the supper arrangements are characteristic of the 
country. The" gentlemen had a splendid entertainment regularly 
set out for them in another saloon of the hotel, while the poor ladies 
sat in rows round the walls of the dancinff-room, each with a plate 
of sweetmeats on her knee. Their gala dresses, and the decorated 
room, were any thing but in keeping with their forlorn and uncom- 
fortable condition, and the only reason given for this extraordinary 
arrangement was, that the gentlemen lik^ it better l^—Mrs Trollope, 

Dress.— The ladies, in the great towns on the sea coast, obtain 
their fashions from Paris, but in the back settlements, do just as well 
as they can for new fashions. The men, throughout the country, 
appear rather slovenly in their attire ; in fact, from the hat which is 
never brushed, to the shoe which is as seldom polished, the whole of 
their costume is left to take care of itself, and no portion seems to fit 
the person, or to be got up in a tradesman-like way. — Captain Hall. 

Ladies' Drbssrs.— The ladies of America far exceed, in propor- 
tion to their incomes, the ladies of Europe in expensive dresses, and 
these, with the exception of the Philadelphia ladies, are far from 
being in good taste. The seasons are not consulted in the choice 
of costume, either in the colour or material. I have seen, and 
shivered at a young beauty, picking her way to church through the 
snow, with a pale rose-coloured bonnet set on the very top of her 
head, and I have known one young lady's pretty little ear actually 
frost-bitten from this very cause. The ladies walk in the middle of 
winter with their toes pinched into a slipper incapable of resisting 
as much dew as miffht begem a primrose, and they actually shudder 
at the sight of comfortable walking shoes and stockings, even when 
they have to step to their sleighs over ice and snow. — Broadway in 
New York resembles a French street, where it is the fashion for very 
smart ladies to promenade. The dress is entirely French ; every 
thing English is stigmatized as out of fashion — ^English material, 
English fashions, English accent, English manners, are all terms of 
reproach. It is the unkindest thins that can be spoken of one of 
these smart ladies, to say, that she looks like an Englishwoman.—- 
Mr* Trollope. 

Ladies' DaEssss.'^In America, in spite of much lighter duties, 
every article of female dress, particularly silks, embroideries, and 
all French manufactures, are more expensive than in England. 
The extravagance of iJie American women in this part of their 
expenditure is, considering the average fortunes of their country, 
quite extraordinary. They never walk in the streets but in the most 
gaudy and extreme toilette, and I have known twenty, forty, and 
sixty dollars paid for a bonnet, to wear in a morning saunter up 
Broadway. — Mis* KemUe, 

** Touch me not." — The exterior manner of the American ladies 
is remarkably quiet, but it is not gentle. In such matters as fixing 
themselves on board a packet-boat, they are doggedly steadfast in 
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their will, and, till thinge are settled, look like hedgehogs with 
every quiU raised, as if to forbid the approach of every one who 
miffht ruffle them. Where an Englishwoman would look proud, and 
a Frenchwoman indifferent^ an American lady looks grim; even 
the youngest and prettiest can look as hard and unsocial as their 
grondmouiers.— J12r« Trollope. 

. New York Ladies. — ^Many of the very young ladies are very 
beautiful, but in this climate beauty is very short-lived ; at two-and- 
twenty, iiie bloom of youth is gone ; at thirty, the whole fabric of 
female charms is in decay, and nothing remains to the once envied 
belle of former conquests but their tradition, and a longing after the 
time when her reign is to be. vicariously renewed in ttie person of 
her daughter. Toe ladies of New York are well and elegantly 
dressed, mostly in the French style. Their height is under the 
average of that of our fair countrywomen; their cheeks are colour-, 
less; their lips want colour and fulness; their mouths are not 
beautiful, and have rarely the charm of fine teeth, and their figures 
are sadly deficient in embonpoint. Nevertheless, there is as much 
beauty in New York as I have seen any where else ; the features 
are finely moulded, and possess a delightful harmony, and the 
ladles neither paddle along as the Parisian belles do, nor walk w:ith 
the stride of a grenadier, as some other ladies ^o.^~>Captain 
Hamilton. 

Black and White Beaux.— We met, one day, in Broadway, a 
young negress, decked out in the extreme of the fashion, and accom- 
panied by a black beau, equally dandified in his toilet ; he walked 
beside his sable goddess uncovered, with an air of the tenderest 
devotion. We observed a strange contrast to this, in the window of 
a handsome house which they were passing. There stood a very 
beautiful white girl and two gentiemen ; but, aias ! both of the men 
had their hats on, and one was smoking ! — Mrs Trollope. 

New York Recreations. — In summer, the mass of the people 
leave the citv in carriaffes or on horseback, for an hour or two before 
sunset, which, at the longest day, is at half-past seven. They 
generally, after driving a few miles, stop to smoke a cigar, or have 
a small tumbler of spirits and water. The landlord of the house 
m^ere we lodged was the- owner of a stage four miles from New 
York. He told me that he has taken as much as sixty dollars in 
threepences for refreshments in one evening, while we lived with 
him, and yet his business was over before sunset.— i(fr Stuart, 

Domestic Sports in the Back woods. — I was one niffht invited to 
an ''apple bee,'^ a species of amusement quite national and charao<» 
teristic, which consists of various, but frivolous sports, among the 
most prominent of which is '' marching to Quebec." This is per- 
formed by a gentleman stepping into the middle of the room, 
eyeing the ladies with a keen glance, selecting a partner, and lead- 
iiig.her by the hand into the middle of the floor. He then puts his 
arm round her neck, and salutes her— kissing is very commoa la. 
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America, and the ladies seldom blusli — they then march togetlier 
round the room, singing the following words : 

'* The drums Bro loudly beatings— the British are retreatiirg> 
The Americans are advancing — and well onward torQuebec." 

On reaching the spot from which they started, the lady selects 
another gentieman, who salutes her ; her late partner acts in a similar 
manner, and the two couples' march round the room, singing the 
same words, and so on, till the whole party are on the floor. '' Apple 
bee " seems to be derived from the employment that the party are 
engaged with previous to the commencement of the sports, which is 
paring apples, dividing them into quarters, .depriving them of the 
seeds, and stringing the pieces on cords, which are then hung in 
festoons on the walls, inside and outside the house, to be completely 
dried, after which they are boiled >vith ivater and sugar, and, as a 
matter of course, eaten. The company consisted of forty males and' 
forty-live females.— <3fr Wesion, 

New-Ykars'-Dat lit Nbw Youk. — It is mual for people of all 
ranks to call at each ethers' houses on this day ; and it hs considered 
that such of a person's friends as do not call on him on the first d<iy 
of the year are not anxious to continue his acquaintance. Cold* 
meat, cake, confectionaries. and wines, are laid out on a table, that 
all callers may partake. Ihf confectioners make large seed-cakes 
about this season, some of them great curiosities from their size ; one 
that I heard of weighed 1500 pounds. — Mr Stuart. 

Racing and Boxing.— The races at Charleston have greatly 
decayed, in consequence of the sub-division of property consequent 
upon the abolition of the law of primogenitureship. Nevertheless, 
I witnessed some very good matches on the Charleston course ; but 
although the day was^ beautiful, there were not above a doanen ladies 
on tlie stand, and very few carriages were present. Between the 
heats, a quarrel took place betwixt a farmer and a sailor, blows were 
given ana coats were oft' in a twinkling ; but it was not here as iu 
England, where ** a ring! a ring! " would have been roared for by 
hundreds, to let them fight it out. The crowd interfered, and sepa- 
ated the combatants by force, who each took to lecturing crowds 
upon the merits of their quarrel, till an official personage cleared the 
course, by cutting right and left with his whdy.^^Ckystam HcdL 

Indblicate drlicact.—- In the Antique Statue Gallery of the 
Academy of the Fine Arts in Philadelphia, the casts are shamefully 
defaced and mutilated, and this has unquestionably been the result 
of that false delicacy which sends alternate groups of males and 
females into the room. On my visit, I stopped at the door to read 
the inscription over H ; up stepped an old woman, the guardian of 
the gallery, and addressing me- with an air of much mystery, said, 
" Now, ma'am, now ; Uiis is just the time for you — ^nobody can see 
you — make haste." With unfeigned astonishment, 1 very gravely 
asked her meaning. The answer \ms, ** Only, ma'am, that the ladiea 
like to go into that room by themselves, when there be no gentlemeii: 
watching them ! " — Mrs Trollope. 
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No JuDoiNQ AT FIRST SioHT.— -Having an engagement to dine at 
Niblo's, the London Tavern of New York, I inquired my way at a 
small grocer's shop. ** Pray, sir," said I, " can you point out the 
way to Nlblo's tavern P" The grocer was rather a grufT-Iooking 
sort of a man ; he looked hard at me for half a minute, without 
uttering a syllable. '' Yes, sir, I can," he at length replied, with a 
broad stare. I was in the act of turning on my heel disgusted,, 
when the man added, '' and 1 shall have great pleasure in showing 
it to you." He then led me into the street, and took infinite pains 
in pointing out my route.— doptoin Hamilton, 

FuNBBAii AT Saratoga. — The funeral service was performed in 
the church, a Baptist one. The coffin was placed upon chairs im- 
mediately in front of the pulpit. The upper part of the lid was 
hinged, and opened for the purpose of enabling the relatives to take 
a last look at the deceased. The face was covered with a piece of 
glass. The body was not removed till all of the congregation who 
inclined had looked at it. After that, the coffin was placed in a 
amall plain hearse, and drawn to the burying-ground, followed, first 
by the clergyman, and then by the relatives in pairs---4he congrega- 
tion followed in such order as they pleased. The people pay little 
attention to dress on these occasions. Some of the female mourners 
had white gowns and yellow straw bonnets, with black ribbons. 
Kven at New York, where the mourners were in coaches, many of 
them had no other mourning dress than crape on their hats.< — Mr 
Stuart, 

Thb '^ Tradb " IN Amrrica.— -Going into a bookseller's store one 
day, I looked at a number of Colbum's novels, which were back- 
titleid at double the prices asked, and requested the store-keeper, 
who was lame and had a crutch, to tell me the trade price. He 
eyed me very knowingly, and said, '' 1 miess you are not a book- 
seller, but some, impostor from the Old Country, no mistake. I 
expect the Americans are wide awake, and not to be done by the 
lil^ of you." I replied, ''you insolent rascal, were you not a 
cripple, and in your own shop, I would take the Yankee conceit out 
of you." There were two gentlemen in the store at the time, and, 
as 1 began to regret having got into a passion, 1 immediately added, 
'' 1 thank you, sir, for this sample of American civility," and walked 
away.— Jtfr We9t(m, 

Thb Gratrful Onb.'— At Hartford, while waiting for a convey- 
ance in the public room of the Inn, a woman and a girl came in 
shivering with cold, having just been discharged from a Boston stage- 
coach. The woman was respectable in appearance, rather good- 
looking, and evidently belonged to the middling class of society. 
On inquiring at the landlord at what hour the first steam-boat for 
New York departed, she was informed, that owing to the river 
being frozen u^ the steam-boat sailed from Newhaven, thirty miles 
lower down. This seemed to discompose her exceedingly, and she 
CM>mplained to the landlord, that on leaving home, believing the 
steam-boats started from Hartford, she had not provided hftc%<i\\ V^b&ck 
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money to defray the expenses of a longer inland journey. She 
asked the landlord to accommodate her with the necessary funds. 
He heard the demand, and without uttering a word, turned round on 
his heel and left her. An old gentleman reading a newspaper 
looked at the complainer, but made no ofler of assistance. She re-* 
peated her complaint very emphatically and incessantly, until, partly 
from a feeling of sympatiby, and a wi«i to be rid of the annoyance, 
I oftered to accommodate her with what money she required. The 
lady received my ofter very ungraciously, stared at me, expressed 
no thanks, and besan again the recital of her grievances, upon which 
I left the room. 1 was somewhat surprised, however, when seated 
in the stage-coach, up came the fair complainant, and said, <' you 
offered me money, I'll take it." The sum wanted was sixteen dol- 
lars, whi(;h I desired my servant to ffive her. He being a camiie 
Scot, to<^ her address in New York ; and she promised that the 
amount of her debt should be transmitted to Buidcer's next day. A 
week passed after my arrival in New York, and there was no appear- 
ance of the dollars. My servant called upon the woman, saw her^ 
and brottffht me the money> She expressed neither thanks nor grali- 
tttde for Uie favour conferred ; and (m beuig asked why she had vio- 
lated her promise to return the money. She answered, that she *^ had 
not time, and that it was my business to come and ask for it." This 
grateful creature lived irith her brother, who kept a respectable shopi 
in one of the best streets of New York.— Ca^lofn Hamilton, 
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Slavs Salb in Charleston.— A whole family, consisting of the 
father, .a stout well built man— 4he mother, a tall and very handsome 
woman thouffh quite black — and three diildren, two little fellows 
who appeared to be twins, and an infant held by the mother on the 
hip in liie eastern manner, were exposed upon a table for sale by 
auction. The mother to preserve her balance inclined her body to 
the right ; the two little fellows, quite frightened, clung to her knees, 
clasping her hand, and never relinquished it while die sale lasted. 
The husband's face had a grave and sad expression, as well it might, 
but there was in it a d^pree of manliness surprising in so degraded 
a situation. His eye roved unquietly from bidder to bidder, as new 
offers were made, and it was evident he had a perfect acquaintance 
with the different parties competing for Mm ; he knew, too, that his 
own fate, and that of all that was dear to liim, depended upon a word ! 
*^Captain HcUL 

SlAVB Auction at WAsmftaTOK^— -I observed an advertisement of 
the sale by auction of a negro, taken in execution for debt by the 
marshal of the district, and having never seen such a transaction, I 
was induced to witness it. The slave was a fine-looking, delicately 
made lad of sixteen, yellower in the colour than bla4;k, and not in 
the least like a common negro. The poor fellow seemed apprehen- 
sive of being purchased by a repulsive-looking man, wlille he wished 
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to liecome the property of the man to whom the debt waa owing^ for 
which he was to be sold. The deputy-marshal acted as auctioneer. 
" Wellj gentlemen," said he, " Give us a bid — ^look at him — as smart 
a lellow as ever you saw-— works like a tiger." The bidding began 
mth 25 dollars, and rose to 100, when the deputy-marshal, finding 
them hang there, looked over to me, and said, ** bo give us a bid. 
Sir— wont you ?" My indignation had been gradually rising at the 
ioiquitoiis, cold-blooded scene, and I exclaimed with aspeniy, ** No ! 
He f I thank God we don^t do such things in my country r "And 
1 wish,^th all my heart,^* said the auctioneer, in a tone that made 
me sorry for what I had said^ " I wish we did not do such things 
h«re«" ** Amen!" said several voices. The sale went oit^ and the 
lad was ultimately knocked down at 143 dollars to the man whom 
he preferred* The poor fellow, as well he might, was exceedingly 
dejected at his forlorn situation;; he told me that his parents, 
brothers, and sisters^ had all been sold into slavery, and sent to 
Florida or Alabama^ he knew not where ['^—Captain HcUL 

: ' S&AYB SalA at Nttw Orlbans.— I was present at a slate auction ; 
the slave pnt up was a poor old woman apparently far gone in a 
€OiisHmption< ** Are you well ?'' asked one man. ** Oh, no, 1 am 
Tery ilL" ''What is the matter witb you?" *' I have had a bad 
GOi^fh and pain in my side for three months and more." The 
auctioneer stopt this dialogue by saying, ''Never mind what she 
says, gentlemen. Her heaUh is good enough, damn her humbug- 
give her a touch or two of the cowhide, and 1 warrant she'll do your 
work." The sale concluded amidst sundry jests at the expense of 
the purchaser^ '* A bloody good lot of skin and bone,^^ said one. 
" 1 guess that ^ere woman will soon be food for the land-crabs," said 
anomer ; and amidst this atrocious merriment the dying creature was 
led offi^—Ckqttain Hamilton, 

TRCAnmiBKT OF Slaves.-— Domestic slaves are kindly treated upon 
the whole ; but it is impossible to forget, when one sees attention paid 
to their healthy that without it the owner might lose a valuable piece 
of property. The sugar plantations and rice grounds of Georgia 
and Carolina, are the dread of all the slaves norw of Louisiana, and 
well may they, for no species of mankind can live long at such 
labour; and to avoid loss, their owners have to work them hard 
while they do live. There is a regular system carried on in the 
Northern States of breeding and rearing negroes for sale in the 
Southern States, which is at once contrary to every feeling of jus- 
tice, mercy, or humanity. The horror of the poor negro at this fate 
is such, that, during my stay in Virginia, the father of a young slave 
belonging to the lady with whom we boarded, having been sold for 
the South, within an hour after it was made known to him, he sharp- 
ened a hi^chet with which he had been working, and with his right 
luuid severed his left from the wrist ! To such an extent does slavery 
blunt the common feelings of our nature, that 1 was laushed at for 
trying to recover a poor little female slave, eight years old, who had 
eaten a biscuit spread with a mixture of butter and arsenic, and in- 
tended to destroy rats ; and this, too^ by young ladies a& loy^V^ ^^.^ 
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features and complexion could make them I I once saw a young 
lady in agony, because, when seated at table, she had touched the 
elbow of a man ; and I have seen this same young lady put on her 
stays before a negro footman with the greatest composure I — Mr* 
Trollope. 

Slaves en route. — On our route to the south through the woods of 
Carolina, we overtook a party of emigrants, or migrants, proceeding 
to the wilderness of the far west. The party consisted of thirty 
persons, of whom five and twenty were slaves. Observing a coiqile 
of the male slaves chained together in a very secure manner, the 
stage coachman asked them what they had done to deserve Uiese 
ruiiies ? ** Oh, Sir,'' said one of them quite gaily, '* they are the 
best things in the world to travel with." The other man said no- 
thing. On asking one of the slave-drivers why these men were 
chained, and how thev came to take the matter so differently ; it 
came out that one of them was married but his wife did not belong 
to his master, she was the property of another planter ; and as her 
master would not sell her when her husband's owner migrated, she 
was necessarily left behind. The wretched husband was therefore 
shackled to a young unmarried man who had no tie to draw him back, 
and might therefore be trusted [-—Captain Hall. 

. CoLOURRo Ladies. — ^Quadroon females, although within the merest 
shade as white as the Creole ladies, are not permitted to marry with 
white men ; yet, from their beauty and accomplishments, they are ge- 
nerally much more fascinating than their more favoured sisters. They 
are totally excluded firom society, in what are called the best families, 
no matter how beautiful, graceful, and amiable they may be, even ■ 
although known to be the daughters of wealthy American or Creole 
gentlemen. — Mrs TrGllape. 

Coloured Ladies. — ^We observed a very handsome woman of 
colour, as well dressed, and as lady-looking as any of the females 
on board. When Mrs Stuart found that she had not dined with us, 
she asked her why she had not been in the cabin ? The lady very 
modestly replied, that the people of this country did not eat with 
people of colour. Her manners and appearance were interesting, 
and would have distinguished her any where. — Mr Stuart. 

A Sentimental *' Help." — Having resolved to attend a lecture 
upon astronomy by an itinerant professor, we desired the female ser- 
vant, Hannah, not to prepare tea until our return. When we came 
back we found tea not ready, but in a short time Hannah came in 
dressed in her holiday attire, and apologized for our having had to 
wait for her. She had been to the lecture. At anodier time, Han- 
nah had got leave from her mistress to see her friends in the neigh- 
bouring states, and was to be absent for a few days. Just before 
stepping into the staffe-coach, she opened our door to say, ** Good 
bye, good bye,— I'll have you both in my mind till I return." When 
she came back, she took my wife in her arms and kissed her, saying, 
** I can't help kissmg you, for I amso happy to see you."— ifr Stuart. 
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. .t^sMALR Helps and thrir Wats. — All yotitig females who must 
labour for their bread in America, are taught that the most abject 
poverty is preferable to domestic senrice ; and although they can 
earn much more money in serrice than any other way, yet nothing 
but the wish to obtain some particular article of Hnery will induce 
them to submit to it. We found it, therefore, very difficult to pro- 
cure servants, or as it is called, '^ get help ;^' however, a kind friend 
ex<drted herself, so that I was waited upon by a stately lass, saying, 
" I be come to help you/' I asked her what wages I should give 
her by the year ? '' Oh,, gimini !'' exclaimed she laughing, '' you be 
a downright Englisher sure enough. I should like to see a young 
lady engage by ^e year in America ! You must give me a dollar 
and a half a week, and mother's slave, Phillis, must come over once 
a-week to help me clean." She left me at the end of two months, 
because I refused to lend her money to buy a silk dress to go to a 
ball, saying, ** Then, 'tis not worth ray while to stay any longer."^ 
Another of these ** helps," a very pretty girl, pouted exceedingly, 
because she found that she was to dine in the kitchen^ '^ I guess,' 
said she^ *^ that's 'cause you don't think I'm good enough to eat with 
y€Hi. You'll find that wont do here." She rarely ate any dinner, 
and generally passed the time in tears. I paid her high wages, and 
she staid till she had obtained several expensive articles of dress, 
and then, one fine morning, she came to me full dressed, and said, 
" I must go," " When shall you return, Charlotte ?" "I expect 
you'll see no more of me." And so we parted. — Mts Trollope. 

American Exclusive^.—- In a wider sense than that there is no 
privileged class, the term equality is mere n^tasense. The magnates 
of the New York Exchange strut about as proudly as do those of 
Liverpool, nor are their wives or daughters backward in supporting' 
their pretensions. The spirit of aristocracy is displayed in this 
commercial community in every possible variety. At a ball one 
night, I was asked what I thought of the company, by a lady wha 
stands at the head of the fashionable world. I replied, that ** I had 
seldom been at a party in any country where the average of beauty 
appeared to be so high." ** Indeed ! " said the lady, apparently stir- 
prised, '* you English gentlemen are not difficult to please ; but does 
it strike you that the average is equally high as regards air, manner,. 
and fashion." *^ As to these matters," I replied, *' the party is net 
remarkable, certainly. But in a scene of so much gaiety, and so 
brilliant with yotith and beauty, I am little disposed to play the 
critic." " But," replied my fair opponent, " it needs little criticism, 
surely, to discriminate between such a vulgar set whom you see here,' 
and ladies that have been accustomed to move in a higher and better 
curcle. Were you to remain ten years in New York, you would 
probably never meet these people any where else ; and I assure you 
that there are not a dozen girls in this room that I should think of 
admitting to my own parties." In short a count of the empire, with 
all his quarterings, would probably never have thought, and certainly 
would not have spoken, with half so much contempt of these fair 
plebeians.— Ca/><a/n: Hamilton, 
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Fondness for Titles. — There is a strong aristocratic feeling ex- 
isting in the families of older standing. Armorial bearings are in 
general use. Antiquity of blood is as much thought of as in England, 
and there is a fondness for title displayed which is quite at variance 
with their good sense in other matters. Military titles are caught 
at with ludicrous avidity, and the anomaly of learned majors at the 
bar, addressing learned colonels and generals on the bench, is not 
uncommon. Generals, colonels, and majors, swarm all over the 
Union, and these titles are equally coveted by the judge on the 
bench, and the innkeeper at the bar. — Captain Hamilton, 

Impudence of Tradesmen. — Mr wishing to have his crest put 

on his gig harness, sent a die of it to a manufacturer. The har- 
ness was sent home when finished, but not the die ; after sending for 

which sundry times, Mr called to inquire after it himself, when 

the following was the reply. ''Lord! why, I didn't know you 
wanted it." " I tell you, I wish to have it back." " Oh, pooh ! you 
can't want it much now, do you ? " ''I tell you, sir, I desire to 
have the die back immediately." '' Ah ? well, come now, what'll vou 
take for it ? " '' D'ye think I mean to sell my crest ? why, you might 
as well ask me to sell my name." '' Why, you see, a good many 
folks have seen it, and want to have it on their harness, as it is a 
pretty looking concern enough." This happened a few years ago ; 
— Hso much for the American idea of a crest. — Miss Kemble, 



*' Our Village," and How " to Teach the young Idea." — Our 
neighbours in the environs of Cincinnati were all of the very poorer 
class of tradesmen or labourers, yet in speaking of each other, they 
invariably used the words '' ladies " or '' gentlemen." The washer- 
woman was '' the lady over the way that takes in washing ;" dray- 
men^ butchers' boys, and labourers on the canal, were '' them 
genUemen." But this lip politeness did not extend to us — my 
general appellation was '' the English old woman," and Mr TroUope 
was as invariably styled '' the old man." This afiair of titles was 
simply amusing ; but their long and frequent visitations were most 
annoying. It is the custom to leave all doors open here, so that 
whoever chooses steps in, and remains as long as he or she pleases. 
Here follows the substance of a conversation at one of these visits. 
My visitor was a milkman. *' Well, now, so you be from the Old 
Country? Ay — you'll see sights here, I guess." " I hope I shall 
see many." '* That's a fact I expect your little place of an island 
don't grow such dreadful fine com as you sees here." '' It grows 
no com [maize] at all, sir." '' Possible ! no wonder then that we 
reads such awful stories in the papers of your poor people being 
starved to death." '' You spend a good deal of time in reading the 
newspapers." '' And I'd like you to tell me how we can spend it 
better. How should freemen spend their time, but looking after 
their government, and watching that them fellers as we gives offices 
to does their duty, and gives themselves no airs ? " '' It is from m- 
sense of duty then that you all go to the liquor-store to read the 
papers." '' To be sure it is, and he'd be no true-born American as 
aiffld't. I don't say that the father of a family should always be 
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after liquor, but I do say, that I'd rather have my son drunk three 
times in a week, than not look after the affairs of his country." — Mrg 
TroUope, 

^' 

Quite Indbpbnoent.— 'The mixture of the republican feeling of 
equality, and the usual want of refinement common to the lower 
classes of most countries, form a singularly felicitous union of impu- 
dence and vulgarity nowhere to be met with but in America. Ilius 
•—after rehearsal, I walked into a shop to buy some gauze ; the 
shopman called me by my name, and after showing me a variety of 
things which I did not want, said, that they were most anxious to 
show me every attention, and render my stay in this country agree- 
able. I smiled, and said, '^ I thank you,'' but I longed to add, '' but 
be so good as to measure your ribbons, and hold your tongue." 

A farmer who is in the habit of calling at our house in his way to 
market with eggs, poultry, &c., being questioned as to whether the 
^%% were new laid, replied without an instant's hesitation^ '^ No, not 
very fresh ones, voe eat all those ourselves.'*'* 

My shoemaker, on my remonstrating with him on the inconveni- 
ence, of having to come to his shop and unboot, every thne I wanted 
a new pair of walking boots, after having dealt with him for two 
years, said to me, " Well, ma'am, we can keep your measure cer- 
tainly, to oblige you, but as a rule we don't do it for any of our 
customers, it's so very troublesome." 

On/ returning home late from the play one night, I could not 
find my slippers anywhere, and, after some useless searching, 
performed my toilet for bed without them. The next morning, on 
inquiring of my maid If she knew anything of them, she replied, 
niui perfect coolness, that having walked home through the snow, 
and got her feet perfectly wet, she had put them on, and forgotten 
to restore them to their place before my return !— -J)fi>« Kemble. 
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Naval Disciplinb.-— The American discipline, as it regards officers 
especially, is stricter than the British. The reason is, that a younff 
American officer, when he comes on shore to spend a few days witn 
his friends, will hear more in a day to unsettle his ideas of subor- 
dination than he will be able to get the better of in a year's service 
afloat. For example, it happened lately that a midshipman of an 
American ship-of-war, having broken some rule of the service, was 
reprimanded by "the captaiti. The youth not liking this, announced 
liis intention of '' appealing to the sovereign people," which being 
reported at headquarters, by return of post, an order arrived from 
Washington intimating that the midshipman being a free citizen, had 
s perfect right to appeal to the people, and in order that he might be 
irible to do so quite unfettered, his discharge from the navy was en- 
cloeed. The utmost care is taken in the selection of officers for the 
navy, and the result is, that they are a body of thorough bred officers, 
and perfect gentlemen in every respect. — Captain HalL 
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Military Disciplinr. — The discipline is very lax, and the troops 
l>eing always separated in small detachments, they have no oppor- 
tunity of being exercised in field movements. A non-commissioned 
officer, who had been in the British Army, in answering some ques- 
tions, treated tjie whole as « joke. He entered the American service 
because there was little work and good pay. There was lio steady 
and effective conmiand kept over the soldiers, and yet there was a 
deal of punishment Whenever a man became tired of his duty^ off 
he went, bcag and baggage, and pursuit was hopeless. The officers 
are quite aware of the deficiencies of the service, and they told me, 
that it was unpopular, and received no support from government, 
nor had they tlie means of maintaining proper subordination.-— Caj». 
tain Hamilton. 

Naval Officers.— Better sailors are nowhere to be found, and 
they are uniformly well informed gentlemen, quite free from the dis- 
gusting bravado and mock patriotism of the civilians ; even in con- 
versing on the events of the late war, they speak of their success in 
a becoming tone of modesty, and altogether, tHe American naval 
officers produced on me the most favourable impression.-^CocplaAi 
Hatnilton. 

MiLiTAAT Officers. — ^The American officers are better paid than 
the English. A captain receives about four hundred a-year, c^ 
about a hundred pounds more than a lieutenant-colonel in our ser- 
vice. But the service is one of real and almost constant privation. 
The troops are quxirtered, for tlie most part, on the Indian and 
Canadian frontiers, in remote and unhealthy situations, and never 
In great cities, and I suspect that the sort of life they lead would not 
be much relished by the Coldstream Guards, or the Blues. The whole 
amount of the American regular army does not exceed six thousand 
of all arms. The desertions amount to the amazingly dispropor- 
tionate number of a thousand annually, or one in every six, while 
in the British they do not exceed one in a hundred* — Captain 
Hamilton, 

Cadet Eatino and Car vino. — ^On the road between Hartford and 
Newhaven, in Connecticut, I visited a private military academy',, 
where the professor invited me to see the students dine. The 
young men marched off the exercise ground to the dining- 
hall, in very good order, to the sound of fife and drum. About 
a dozen of the students Iiad previously been admitted as car- 
vers, whose performances in that way astonished me. The meat 
was literally hacked, hewn, and torn to pieces ; then, at a signal, 
tlie main body of students entered, and such a scene of devour- 
ing ensued as might have excited the admiration of a cormorant 
or rivalled the efforts of a menagerie at feeding tin^e. — Captain 
Hall. 

Militia. — ^Nothing can be more unmilitary looking than these 
troops ; their meetings for training are better calculated to do harm 
by the bad habits acquired at them than to teach the citizens a 
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knowledge of militory discipline and tactics, and it was the opinion 
of the military men with whom I conversed on this subject, that it 
would, in the event of war, be far easier to bring masses of men into 
filj^ting order, than to unlearn them the dissipated habits induced by 
the loose system of American militia discipline. The training days 
aire from four to six in the year ; the state provides anus, but not 
dothinff, and the men receive no pay except when on actual service, 
whon.they are paid at tlie same rate as the regular anny. The 
Uglier classes of officers are appointed by the governor of each 
itete,. with consent of the senate ; the captains, subalterns, and 
non-commissioned officers, are elected by the Avritten votes of their 
respective companies. The militia laws are exceedingly volumin 
ous in every state^ and a never failing source of discussion.— Co/}- 
tain HaU. 

Military Acadbmt at Wrst Point.- — This is the only institution 
of the kind maintained at the expense of the United States. The 
number of students is limited to 250, who are admitted from the 
age of fourteen to seventeen, and study four years before they can 
acquire their diploma. The president of the United States alone 
poesesses the power of nominating the students, who are subjected 
to strict examination before admission ; if they pass this ordeal, they 
are. taken on . trial . for six months, and if this period be passed 
creditablv, they become cadets, if not, their friends get a hint to 
remove them. It appears that tlie object of this institution is not 
eo much to train up young men for actual military service, as to dis- 
eeminate, by their means, a taste for the accurate sciences, and to 
epread widely accurate ideas of military discipline and knowledge. 
xhe students are made to mount guard, and to do the ordinary gar- 
rison duties of the district. A register is kept most minutely of the 
demerits of each cadet, exhibiting at a glance how each has behaved 
throufffaout the year, month, or week. It contains seven colunms, 
each being for the enumeration of a particular oflence, conmiencing 
with the gravest at No. l.,«ind ending «at No. 7. witli the most trivial. 
This register is printed and circulated annually over tlie whole 
country, and is certainly a harsh enough visitation for the youthful 
delinquencies of tlie poor fellows whose deeds it chronicles. In 
that of the year 182G, only seven names appear >vith all the coluimis 
blank, all the rest of the 250 students are more or less blackened, 
and one poor lad has actually 621 black balls against him ! The 
cadets had nothing of the military air about tliem, but plenty of tlie 
awkward slouching gait so observable over the whole country. Upon 
the whole, however, the establishment appeared to be most credltcably 
conducted and likely to answer its purpose. — Captain HalL 

Military Academy at West Point. — The Duke of Saxe-Weini«ir 
was so much pleased with this establishment, that he expressed a 
wish to obtain permission to have one of his sons educated there. 
Colonel Thayer, the superintendent, showed us every civility. He 
complained of Captain Hall's strictures, and even denied the accu- 
racy of some of his statements. — Mr Stuart, 

' c 
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Courts of Law.—- Some of the States, as Pennsylvania, Oikio^ and 
New Jersey, have enacted that no British decision in law cttseiB-, 

C»rior to the revolution, shall be cited in their courGi of justice; 
e is in all parts of the United States, a strong desire to ha.rt 
their legal decisions guided by principles, rather than by autfaoriftee 
Of precedents. What appears right and proper at the mom^ttf ■ is 
niore. esteemed as a rule than tlM collected idsdom of ages, hi 
l^ennsylvania, nearly all the technicalities of l»w are done airay;- 
there are no stamps, no special pleadings— but lawyers and lil^^ 
tion abound in most enormous plentifulness. No village contMnn^ 
above two or three hundred inliabitants is without one or move* 
lawyers, and no person, be he in what rank of life he; may, is free 
from the never ending pest of lawsuits. In this State, mere are 
upwards of a hundred judges, besides several thousand justices of 
t£e peace, vibso decide in cases not exceeding one hundred doUaw 
in amount. It is probable that the number or persons mnployed in 
the administration of the law, or connected with it, in the United- 
dtates, exceeds the whole number of their arm^ and navy. In many 
of the States, the bench is composed of one judge who is a lawyer, 
and two associate judges who are not lawyers. These latter are 
generally farmers, taken firom the. county in which ttoy hold their 
court, and they seldom say, a word upon the bench. Thev sakvv 
seems moderate enough, viz., about JC45 per asmum.'^CapUUn HoM. 

Lynches Law.— Soon after the revolutionary war, mai^ lawless 
acts were committed by the disbanded soldiers, especially in the 
Southern States, and in parts where, from the distance of circuit 
towns, it was impossible to bring offenders to justice. In these 
circumstances, the constituted authorities' were often obliged to wink 
at the infliction of summary punisliment by the inhabitants on noto* 
rious delinquents. The iimabitants of the mountainous parts of 
Carolina deputed a man of the name of Lynch to act for them in 
such cases, and hence delinquents punished in this summary way, are 
said to have been judged by Lyn<m's law.*— Mr Stuart, 

Prison of Sing Sing.— This prison is situated on the left baid^ o€ 
the Hudson, thirty miles from New York, and is perhaps the best, 
managed place of confinement in the world. The following is ufe. 
abstract of the daily routine of a prisoner's life in this jail. He i» 
awoke at sunrise by a bell, and hears prayers before leaving hi^ 
cell, read by a clergyman from a position which enables him to b«^ 
heard by all the prisoners on one side of the building, that is by 400^. 
or one half of the whole confined. Prayers over, the turnkeys c^ik 
the cell doors, the prisoner steps out into line, and marches in what^ 
is called the lock step to the workHshop, making a halt in the outer 
yard to wash his face and hands, and to deposit his tub and water- 
' can, ydach are removed by a set of prisoners who attend to the 
cleansing department. Other sets of prisoners manage tlie cooking 
and washing of clothes ; indeed, the whole work of the establishment 
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is^one by conidcts. The prisoner now proceeds -to work. He is 
«inployea in hewing stone, sawing marblOy forging iron, weaTinsr 
dboth, er some other handicraft, of wiiich a great many are carried 
4NA In the jprison and its immediate environs. While at work, the 
fxisoners' mces ^e all turned in one direction, so that they cannot 
communicate by Iqok or sljni, and the most rigorous sil^ioe b miain- 
. tanned* The turnkay teaches the pfisoner his trade, and hali the 
4skarge of not less than twenty men. He js stimulated by a good 
galacy, and it la found can easily enforce the seTere regukUions of 
the prison on that number. By a contriTanoe in the building, the 
superintendent can at any time overlook the whole prisoners and 
tuo^ys, while ^at work^ without their knowledge, vmich must be 
singularly efficacious in keeping the attention of all parties awake. 
At eight o'clock the. bell rings again, the prisoners ibrtn in b'ne, and 
march in. order back to their celj^. Each one stops at his cell door, 
jnotiiHiless and silent as a statue, and at a signal, stoops down to 
the floor for his breakfast, which has been previoMsly placed there, 
then turns about, and walks into his cell, the iron door is locked 
upon him, and in utter solitude and silence he devours his cheerless 
lUieaL Twenty minutes afterwards, the prisoners return as before to 
work. Noon calls them to dinner, which beiing briefly discussed, 
the silent round of hard labour is resumed. At night-fall, the 
.prisoner washes his face and hands, and marches in line as in the^ 
morning to liis cell, taking up in the yard his can and tub. His 
supper awaits him in his cell, prayers are said as in the morning, at 
the sound of a bell he undresses and goes to bed, and so ends the 
miserable day of a prisoner's life in Sing Sing. 

A Bible is placed in every cell ; the prisoner may either read it 
.or not ; as it is<the only book allowed, the chance is in favour of his 
sooner or later being induced to open it. Sunday schools, con- 
ducted on the. same pXua of rigorous prevention of intercourse amonff 
,the prisoners, kave been introduced, and have effected much gaoci.. 
'^Qxptam BaU. 

Tbb Soutart STSTBM.-^On my visit to the Philadelphia prison^ 
I was permitted to see and converse with a few of the prisoners. I. 
was ushered into the cell of a black shoemaker, convicted of theft.. 
I found him quite comfortable, and working cheerfully at his trade.. 
He had been eighteen months confined in ms solitary cell, yet had. 
sufiered no derangement of his functions, bodily or mental. I like- 
jrise conversed with other two prisoners, who were equally cheerful 
and healthy, and the result of my observations leads me to think, 
that solitary confinement, when joined with labour, is not the horrid 
punishment it has been describea*-<C<ap^am Hamilton. 

Fbisonbb from Sing Sino.— I was not long on 'l^oard, ere I ob- 
served, sitting in the fore part of the steamboat, a half-starved, half- 
clothed, human being. He had terror and dismay strikingly marked 
m his countenance, and all the social feelings seemed ^tead to him 
for ever, I found on inquiry that he had been an inmate of Sing 
Sin^ prison. He had been sentenced for fourteen years, but I could 
not learn his crime. I was anxious to learn some particulars of this 
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famous prison, where 1000 convicts are kept at hard labour, and 
4loouied to perpetual 'Silence during the period of their confinement. 
1 got into conversation with the poor >\retch, and he certainly de- 
8i;ribed the horrors and the cruelties of the prison to be such as inust 
eiiock the feelines of humanity. The prisoners are >vorked bard, 
and are allowed but a scanty share of provisions. They never get 
a full meal ; and if, through illness, any of the prisoners have any 
of their provisions left over, they are flogged severely if detected 
in giving it to anotlier, and tlie receiver is also flogged. This pro- 
hibition is so strictly enforced, tliat my informant declares he was 
once flogged for picking up an old cliew of tobacco, whiiJi one of 
tfie keepers Itad spat out of his mouth. Some of the convicts com- 
mit suicide ; otJiers sicken and die, and even when dealli comes to 
tlieir relief, tliere is no syinpatliy shown to tlie dying man ; but, with 
a refinement in cruelty peculiar to the Americans, no friend, not 
even a father, brotlier, or a wife, is allowed to sootlie tlie agonies o( 
his soul. — American Examiner. 



Executions in America. — Having learned on my way to Trenton 
from a fellow-traveller, tliat there was to be an execution in tliat 
town during the day, I soon after my arrival sallied out to view 
^ 4>reparations for tlie melancholy ceremony, whitJi were simple, 
and' tlie execution itself coolly enough gone through. The culprit 
was attended to tlie scaflbld by the sherifl', who acts as hangman, 
and a (;lergyman. The rope, which is placed round his neck in jail, 
is by the slierifffhangman tlien made f«ast, the cap pulled over his 
eyes, and a handkercliief given to him as die signal. The sheriff 
tlien descended from the platfonn, mounted his horse, and rode 
thrice round the scaflbld with a watch in his hand, stopping each 
time he came opposite the prisoner, and saying on the first occasion, 
" Vou have tliree minutes to live,"' again, " Two minutes to live," 
and,Jastly, '' One minute,'' when he stood still. The signal then 
fell, and the sherifl* pushed a pin or button with his foot, when tlie 
rope gave way, and both tlie criminal and the plank fell to tlie 
ground. By Uie assistance of some soldiers, he was placed upon 
the form, while some one brought a new rope. The sherifl* Uien 
repeated tlie ceremony, riding however only once round tlie scaffold, 
Aiid saying, '' You have one minute to live." The criminal ap- 
parently did not hear the words, as he still retained the handker- 
chief, the sherifl* nevertheless pushed tlie pin, and the plank fell from 
nnder him. After hanging about half an hour, the body was lowered 
by tlie sheriff, and placed in a coffin.— -3fr IVeston. 

Mock Hangiko.— A* notorious murderer was convicted at Cincin- 
nati diving our residence, and sentenced to be hwig ; but some of 
tlie ** unco guid" petitioned tlie governor of the state to change liis 
punishment to imprisonment instead of dccath. The governor refused 
for some time to interfere, but was at last frigliteiied into compliance 
with the popular will, and accordingly sent an order to the sheriff' to 
ask the criminal whetlier he preferred being imprisoned to being 
hanged. The slieriff made tlie proposition to the s<;oundreI, who 
spurned it, and told him tliat if any tiling could' induce him to live. 
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it would be the hope of liTtng long enough to kill him and his own 
aon, but that he ccmld not agree^ and he (the sheriff) would ha^e the 
bai^^ing of him. The sharilf is the executioner in America, and of 
course not anxious for opportunities of performing this part of his 
duty, but in this case, no&ing he could say hud any effect with the 
murderer. The day of execution arrived ; the place where the gal- 
lows was erected was crowded with multitudes, who came to witness 
tlie iwufflial spectacle. The criminal was brought out, and on the 
8eaffi>ld asked to sign his acceptance of the commutation, but he 
qwmed the offer, and cried aloud, ** Hang me !" Noon was the 
time appointed for cutting the rope ; the sheriff, with watch in hand, 
and knife uplifted, was preparing to strike, when the wretch ex- 
claimed, '' I sign !" and was taken back to jail, amid the laughter 
and ribaidry of the mob !" — Mn Trollope. 



RELIGION. 

Camp Mebtino.— <I attended one of these meetings, held in a wild 
district, on the confines of Indiana. A space of about twenty acres 
was partially cleared ; this space was surrounded by a row of tents, 
then by an exterior circle of carriages of all sorts, and finally*, by 
the horses which had drawn the vehicles, fastened to the latter. It 
was night when we arrired ; numerous fires were bivning brightly 
within Uie enclosure, piled upon rude altars of stakes and turf. On 
one side was erected a rude platform, from which the preachers, 
fiflteen io number, deliyered their sermons or addresses, with short 
intenrals, from Tuesday to Saturday. At midnight, the people were 
called by sound of horn to public worship, and were earnestly in- 
vited by the preachers to come into '' the pen,'' which was an enclosed 
«pace immediately below the preachers' stand. Above a hundred 
persons, nearly all females, came forward, howling and groaning 
raost terrifically, and at a signal from the preachers, fell on their 
knees, but speedily changed that posture for one which of&red 
more room for the convulsive movements of their limbs, and they 
were soon all lying on the ground, in an indescribable confusion en 
beads and legs. I wondered how they managed to escape serious 
maiming, from the incessant and violent motion. No words t;aii 
express the horrors of this disgusting scene ; and I am sure, that 
bad I been a man, I would have interfered fiercely between the 
preachers and their victims, among whom they kept flitting about, 
approaching their lips to the cheeks of the maddened girls, mutter- 
ing consolations that tinged the pale cheek with red ! It was 
impossible to stand such a scene long — in fact, it increased in horror 
every moment, and at last arrived at such a pitch of grossness, that 
we fled in disgust.—- Mr« Trollope. 

Gamp Meeting. — The people were walking about, or standing 

'together in little groups, some singing hymns, others disputing about 

points of religion. Many were reading newspapers, and not a few 

were laughing at the exclamations and postures of the vi«»e<A\v^\^%« 
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I heard one man openly avowing his unbelief iii the Bible, and 
another trying to convince him, but neither seemed to know mueh 
of the nature of an argument. The preacher^s aim seemed to be to 
arouse the feelings, without influencing the reason of his hearers; 
when he judged that they were sufficiently excited, he descended 
&om the platform, and joined them in prayer on his knees. Many 
individuals were bellowing at the top of their voices, clapping their 
bands in transport, while others were whining supplicatory strains, 
and wringing their hands in despair. One old emaciated woman, 
with hoary dishevelled locks, exceeded all the rest, and soon 
drowned the priest's voice. She made a very unpleasant impression 
upon my nerves. When the feelings of the devotees had got to 
their highest pitch, they were soothed to calmness by the melodious 
voice of a young and beautiful lady, who stepped forward and com- 
menced singing a hymn. This pretty creature did not join in the 
devotions of '^ the pen ;" perhaps her clothes were too fine for kneel- 
ing and tossing about on the ground, or perhaps she was acting a 
part. At all events, the latter supposition is rendered probable by 
her adroitness in singing in the proper time, to allay the fury of the 
devotees by her channing voice. — Mr Shitreff, 

•. Camp Meeting.— -There were not less than 900 or 1000 persons 
present, and about a dozen of clergymen, all of the Methodist persua- 
sion. The ministers stood on a raised platform, covered to protect 
them from the heat or rain. The audience were nearly all seated on 
rough benches, the males on one side, the females on the other. We 
were too late for the morning service, but stayed for that of the after- 
noon. The sermon lasted for an hour, and seemed to me altogether 
faultless. After it, an aged minister advanced to the front of the plat- 
fonn, to enforce, as he said^ the invitation in the text, which he did 
very skilfully, exhorting those members who had lately joined the 
churt^, to speak to their friends of the happiness which they now 
enjoyed, that they might follow their example. The service con- 
tinued about two hours and a half, and the most perfect decorum 
prevailed. It appears the obj ect of these meetings is to afford servants 
and others, who are unable to attend public worship regularly, a 
sort of religious festival, and to turn the attention to religion of such 
as have not yet been awakened to its importance. The following 
are the rules and orders for the government of a camp meeting, 
which I found printed on a card, and affixed to the trees on the spot. 
** 1. Preaching, morning, afternoon, and evening, at the sound of 
the trumpet from the stand. 2. During the time of preaching from 
the stand, not more than one person is to remain in each tent, 
(except in cases of sickness,) but all are to repair to the stand, and 
come into the congregation. 3. No walking, talking, or smoking 
tobacco, or standing up while there are vacant seats, is to be allowed 
within the circle of the tents in the time of preaching ; no standing 
or walking upon the seats at any time. 4. No cooking or preparing 
victuals, or setting or clearing off tables, during preaching from the 
stand, is to be allowj^d. This rule applies to those tents that keep 
boarders, as well as others. 5. At ten o'clock in the evening, the 
trumpet will be blo>vn at the stand, when all who have lodgings on 
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tlie ground must retire to rest, and all who have not, will be required 
to leave the ground. 6. The owners or occupsmts of each tent shall 
be responsible for these rules, and for any rude or improper conduct 
in their tents ; and on complaint, the tent shall be subjected to be 
remoyed." These rules are most strictly adhered to : a man had 
been taken up the evening before we arrived, for selling cider. 
Oocasionally manifestations were heard from the tents, by the groans 
and exclamations of the people, but there was less of these during 
the sermon than I had expected, and the greatest order prevailed 
during the whole period of its delivery. — Mr Stuart. 

Sunday in New York. — There is a beautiful public walk at Ho- 
boken, three miles up the Hudson from New York, which has been 
laid out in the most tasteful manner, by a gentleman who possesses 
the right of ferry across the river at that place. We went there on 
a Sunday, expressly to see the htunours of the place. Many 
thousands were enjoying themselves in the grounds ; but nineteen- 
twentieths of the whole were men — the ladies were at church ! It is 
impossible not to feel, after passing one Sunday in the churches or 
chapels of New York, and another in the gardens of Hoboken, that 
the thousands of well dressed men you see enjoying themselves at 
the latter, have made over the thousands of well dressed women y^ 
saw exhibited at the former into the hands of the priests. — M-rs 
Trollope, 

Sunday in New York. — Many of the shops were open during the 
day; and any of the bar-rooms that I entered were filled with 
loungers, smoking and spitting. Indeed, the bar rooms being the 
only places boarders have to sit in, they spend the day in loose and 
unprofitable talk, or reading newspapers. After church 'service on 
Sundays, the aristocracy have an opportunity of attending two con- 
certs, held in gardens ; there are perhaps others. The music is 
good, and between the parts the bar-rooms are crowded. The 
charge is one shilling for refreshments, but nothing for the singers— 
the bar-keeper pays them. Smoking and spitting are carried on to 
a great extent.-— Mr Weston, 

Sunday at Philadelphia. — The Jews never could exceed the in- 
habitants of this city in their external observances. Chains are 
thro>vn across the streets on Sunday, to prevent travelling in car- 
riages or on horseback. What the gentlemen do with themselves is 
a mystery to me, but the ladies are fully occupied in attending 
church three times. The congregations consist almost wholly of 
females ; and I believe there is no country in the world where 
religion makes so large a part of the amusement and occupation of 
the ladies. Catholic Spain, with her thousands of monks, backed 
by the gloomy horrors of the Inquisition, could not exceed it. I 
went, on one occasion, to see a Presbyterian minister inducted, and 
I was astonished at the unwearied patience ^vith which some hundreds 
of beautiful young girls listened to the whole of this tedious cere- 
mony, which was wofully long ; and the charge to the younar man 
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was awfully impossible to obey^ if he was a man Hke onto olber 
men. — Mrs TroUope. 

Sunday in Nbw Orlbans.—- The shops are generally open on Sun- 
day, and the people spend the day more in amusements and shopping 
than within the walls of their churches. There are fewer churches^ 
in proportion to the population, than in any other American city. 
The Roman Catholics go to church early on Sunday morning, aiMl 
then dedicate the rest of the day to amusements, and the eyening to 
balls or the theatre. — Mr Stuart. 



Thanksgiving Days.-— After divine service on these occasions at 
Boston, the people see their friends, and make merry. We were 
advised to see the market on the evening before thanksgiving-day. 
It was handsomely lighted up, and filled with provisions of all sorts, 
especially turkeys, the quantity of which seemed to us most extra- 
ordinary, until we were told, that on thanksgiving days, persons of 
every condition have a roasted turkey to dinner. In Boston this 
festival takes place in November, and is distinguished by good 
cheer. — Mr Stuart, 

Dr Channing. — At Boston I went to Dr Channuig's chapel, and 
admired him very much. The Doctor had recently returned to his 
charge, after an absence of some months. In his sermon he gave a 
rapid review of the rise and progress, and peculiar doctrines of the 
sect (the Unitarian) of which he is the chief ornament. His style of 
preaching is remarkable for its quietness and unaffected plainness, 
which gives him the power of introducing with effect, when it suits 
his purpose, occasional passages of great eloquence. Whatever 
may be the merits or demerits of the Unitarian doctrines, it must be 
admitted that they are rapidly spreading over all America, and that 
they have gained complete ascendency in the most enlightened city 
of the Uoioiu-^Captain Hall, 

Dr Channing.-— >As a preacher, he is not distinguished, in my 
opinion. He is neither persuasive nor impressive ; his manner is 
quaint, and more like that of a literary man, and one who has seen 
the world, than any preacher whom I have seen in America. The 
congregations of one third of the churches in Boston are Unitarian. 
— JMr Stuart. 

Why the Pboplb of Boston arb Unitarians.-— I was at first 
puzzled to account for this, but my journey to New England has 
solved the enigma, Unitarianisin is the democracy of religion. Its 
creed draws less cm the faith or the imagination than that of any 
other sect. It narrows the compass of miracles, while it enlarges 
that of demonstration, and continually appeals to reason. An Uni- 
tarian takes nothing for granted in matters of religion, and he will 
admit of no distinction between the incomprehensible and the false. 
The New Englanders are cold, shrewd, calculating, and ingenious, 
and far more, beings of reason than of impulse. In these circum- 



RBLIOIOV. 33 

stances, I think that there exists a curious felicity of adaptation betweeil 
4he Bostonians and their prevailing religion.-»CSqp/ai}» Hamilton, 

' NicB Distinction.— A rich old gentleman bequeathed a consider- 
able sum to King's Chapel, Boston, to defray the charge of an 
aiNiiial series of sermons '' On the Trinity." The testator liYed and 
died in communion unth the church of England— of course there could 
be no doubt of his intention in the bequest. But the congregation 
having at the reyolutipn become not only republicans in politics, 
but Unitarians in religion, the question arose, what was to be 
done with the legacy ? This was soon settled, as it was discovered 
than an Unitarian could preach sermons on the Trinity, as well as 
the most orthodox Athanasian that- ever mounted a pulpit ; and the 
effect of this endowment therefore lias been, to encourage the dis- 
semination of doctrines which the testator regarded as false and 
daamable.— Ca/)fa/iz Hamilton. 

QuEBR WAT OF PAYING THE Clerot.—- lu many parts of the state 
of New York, the presbyterian ministers are paid by their hearers 
presenting them, on a fixed day, once a year, with an offering, each 
according to his means. The poorer classes leave their gifts in a 
large basket at the entrance of the house, while the richer gifts are 
carried into the room where the company are met. Sugar, tea, 
coffee, cheese, barrels of flour, pieces of Irish linen, ^ets of china 
angd glass were among the articles mentioned to me as offered on 
these occ^ions. When the business of the offerings is over', the 
company are regaled with tea, coffee, and other refreshments, which 
however cost the minister nothing, being provided by the congrega- 
tion, and the whole arranged by selected ladies of the church. 
These meetings are called spinning visits. — Mrs Trollope, 

Black Prbachbr.*— The daily proceedings of the legislature of 
New York is always begun with prayer, and the different clergymen 
of the city, without distinction of sect, perform the office of chaplain 
in turn. Upon one occasion, a black preacher, a perfectly respec- 
table man, gave in his name as wishing to officiate, whereupon a 
violent discussion ensued ; but after a debate of several days, and 
before taking a vote on the question, the black, gentleman withdrew 
his application, so that the question of suffering blacks to preach to 
idiites remains undecided. To bring such a matter home to English- 
men, -let us fancy the feelings of the audience in St George's, 
Hanover Square, were a black woolly head to start up in the pulpit 
of that fashionable place of worship ! — Captain HcUl, 

^— — .— » 

SHAKBRS.;~-This scct has establishments in the New England and 
New York states, also in Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana. Their 
present number (1833) is about 5000. They do not believe in the 
Trinity, but they believe in our Saviour's power a» tl^ Kedeemer,— 
that a second and real manifestation of the Divine Spirit took place 
in the testimony of Anne Lee, the founder of their sect. They have 
a rule of life contained in seven injunctions, 1st. Duty to God. 
Sod. Duty to man. 3d. Separation from the world. 4th. Practical 
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peace. 'M. 'SimpKeity of language. >6ttb* Right use of property* 
7tl). Avii^iui life. Their peculiar maimer of worfllappiiigiedanciiig^ 
idiich was first introduced among them inyoluntanly, and after- 
wards bv tetelation. Oandidates for admission into the society are 
plentiful. They hold all property in common, nor have the miitkh 
ters/elder«y or beacons, or anv other indiTidiials, any thing in the 
shape of ivc^ges. The society has prospered for upwards <3 lullf a 
century.-^ j|&* Stuort. 

Mbthojdist lNFLUBNOB.-»The Methodists have acquired powerfid 
influence all OFsr the Union, by the priests adapting themselyes to 
the habits, feelings, and prejudices, of the nuiss. Th^ have actually 
brought religion to bear on the amusements of life, and it is not 
uncommon for young ladies to efaant hymqs, in place of Idsh meile* 
dies ; the profane <morus gives place to the ^rythmical dcoiLology ; 
grog parties begin with prayer, and end with benediction^ smohwcs 
say grace over a cigar, and tobacco chewers ask a blessing on a 
w^ quid.-<-6;qp<aiit Uamiltcn. 

Frbrdom op Discussion. — On one occasion, I heard tiie ftither of 
a family -state, in a considerable party at his own house, that he was 
a freethinker, and never went to church. This man's family were 
church goers, and his daughters brought my wife some Calvinistic 
tracts, of which they approved, and were anxious that she should 
read them.*— il&* Stuart. 

American Frbbdom in Rsligious Mattbrs.— It is of .no conse* 
quence what one's acknowledged belief he, — unless he attach himself 
to a particular congregation, lie is said to be not a Cfiristimu .It is 
customary all over the Union, to introduce subjects at the tea-table 
Mdiich are with us thought fitter for the closet ; and I have often 
heard with ast<mishment, a profession of atheism lisped mineingly 
over a tea cup, and been equally surprised at having my attentiofi 
called from a Johnny-cake to a rhapsody on election and the^eciond 
birth ! Notwithstanding the license every one may take in laatteni 
of religion, there is such a thing as persecution. For exainide, a 
tailor sold a suit of dothes to a eailor about to sail from N^w Yoik^ 
on a Sunday morning, for which he was convicted, and fined sveatly 
beyond his ability to pay, and the lawyer who defended him had Ms 
practice utterly destroyed for his pains. Nor was this all ; thelawyer^s 
nephew was refused admission to the New York bar, for which he had 
regularly studied, with this declaration, ''that no man of his family 
should be admitted." I have met the young gentleman, who ia now 
editor of a newspaper.— <Jlrs Trollcpe. 

EfiUALiTT IN Rblioion anono Catholigs AJbONB.—- In the chttroheSp 
people of colour are either excluded, or mewed up in a remote 
corner, separated fay barriers from the body of the church. No white 
protestant will kneel at the same altar with a blade one. He asserts 
bis superiority every way, and even his religion is afiected by the 
colour of his skin ! It is right to state, however, that the Catholic 
priest, erea ia America^ knows no distinction ofoolour ; and that he 
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visits liie poor slave in sicloiessy and consoles Um in affliction; and, 
finally, tlie miserable being, in his death agony, hears him uttering 
tlie sublime words, '* Depart, Christian s^d.'' In Louioana, the 
cempregations of all other sects consist of a lew ladies, arranged in 
well cushioned pews, wlule the Catholic cathedral is crowded with 
worshippers of all colours, sexes, and classe8.-i^G^#a»t HanaHon. 
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High Sgbools for Bors, Nfiw York.— The high school of New 
York is conducted upon the principle of the Edinbivgh high school, 
with some difference in the details ; thus, to every division, or class 
of ten boys, there are two monitors, not one as with us. While one 
of. the monitors teaches lus division, the other is in another apart- 
snent being taiu4it, and each has his sltemate day of instruction and 
of teaching. This plan is said to bring on the pupils very fast. It 
is clear, however, that it must keep back the monitors, iiiio are, of 
course, ihe clever lads of the class, in order to bring on the dunces. 

.Fbbulk High School, Nkw York.— .Tlie scholars are arranged in 
sets of ten, with a monitor to each set. Nothing could be more quiet 
and orderly than the whole aspect of this establishment. As usual; 
I was asked by the mistress what I thought of the scholsrs, and was 
nrged to notice whatever I disapproved of. The poem of Hohen- 
Ifaiden was selected as the subject of exhibition on the occasion, 
and on my mentioning that in England the letter o in conAat, was 
pronounced as if it were written u, cumbat, and that we pronounced 
Ihe letters ch, in chivalry^ as we do in cMfiy and not ikhedrp-y as 
Aey do, the mistress, although she had previously stated that tlie 
Americans took WallEer as their standard, pettiduy remariced, that 
tte Americans had a right to pronounce their words as they 
j^eased. I was amused by one of the little girls, a sprightly 
red headed lassie^ when it came to her turn to exhibit, pronounc- 
ing the obnoxious letter and syllable as I said the Bnglidh do, and 
not as her mistress said they should be done— the rest of the little 
ladies seemed to enjoy the joke very much.—- C^/>fain Hall, 

High School vor Bots at Boston.— ^Two boys were called out 
to exiiibit their elocutiouary powers, and the poor fellows, thinidnff 
that I was a countryman of their own, spouted, as the most gratefid 
thttne they could liave chosen, a couple of furious tirades' against 
JBngland. We* were iiighly amused by the contretemps, but not.so 
•or American friends who had introduced us. No sober-minded 
American could be otherwise thaJa ashamed of such trash as the fol- 
lowing being inserted in books designed for the instruction of youth. 
** Gratitude ! Grateful to England ! Wliat does America owe to her ? 
Such gratitude as the young lion owes to its dam, which brings it 
forth in the desert wild, and leaves it to perish there. No, we owe 
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her nothing ! For eighteen hundred years the world had slinabered, 
in ignorance of liberty, and of the true rights of freemen. At length 
America arose in all her glory , to give the world the long desired les-. 
son/' Sic, Sic^^Captcun HcUL 

. Schools at Boston.— -There are sixty-eight free schools in Boston^ 
where any of the inhabitants may have their children educated, from 
the age of four to seventeen, without any expense. Education at 
these schools is not confined to reading, writing, and arithmetic, but 
comprehends grammar, mathematics, navigation, geography, history, 
logic, political economy, and rhetoric, moral and natural philoso- 
phy. The funds of these institutions arise from bequests and dona- 
tions by individuals, and grants from the legislature and corporations, 
sufficiently ample to permit the allowing of salaries of from 800 
to 2500 dollars to the teachers, and 600 dollars to the assistant 
teachers, annually.— jlfr Stuart, 

School for Blacks.-— An intelligent gentleman of New York, has 
devoted many years of his life to teaching the children of the coloured 

S^pulation. He stated tliat he could not perceive anyperceptibio 
fterence in the intellectual capacity of white and black diifdrei^ » 
and perhaps this arises from the two classes being treated exactl^ 
alike till a certain a^e, when the mind of the black* is crushed aa^- 
broken by the load of invidious distinctions heaped upon him. Tl»-^ 
whole souls of the poor little quammos seemed to be thrown int^^ 
their leiaona,^~Captain Hall, 

Ladies' Dbgrbes. — I was present at the annual examination 
the principal school in Cincinnati. One young lady of sixteen too^ 
her degree in mathematics, and another was examined on moi 
philosophy. Young ladies graduating, and obtaining diplomas o^^ 
quitting school, was quite new to me ; and 1 am afraid, that the brier^ 
time usually spent in the acquirement of so many various branches £^ 
education, will hardly permit of much solid instruction ; and that ^^ 
"quarter's" mathematics, or "two quarters'" political economy^ -s 
moral philosophy, algebra, and quadratic equations, wiU provide bu"*^ 
a slender stodc of these sciences, to stand the wear and tear of hal: 
a score of children and one help.— itfrtf Trollope, 
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March of Language.— One is sometimes left utterly at largiA 
regard to the meaning intended to be conveyed by an Amerieaa ui 
conversation ; for instance, the word clever has no connexion, wiA 
talent, but simply means pleasant, or amiable. Thus, • a ' gotf^ 
natured blockhead is a clever man. The word, however, has innfef 
other meanings in the American vernacular, and it is common y^tkf^- 
such an one £is moved into a clever house, or he has succee^M.to 
a clever sum of money, or has embarked in a clever ship widi 1. 
clever cargo. On one occasion, I was asked whether Mig.i . wm 

■V • • • 
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SXMt a very fine woman. In the present instance, the application of 
tbe term was ludicrous, but on explanation, I discoYered that in the 
American dialect, the term, fine woman, referred exclusively to the 
intellect In short, if the Americans ^'progress'''* as they have 
done within the last fifty years, their dialect will become, in the 
course of another century, utterly unintellipble to Englishmen, and 
they will then speak a jargon as national as their most patriotic 

' linguist can desire. — Chptain Hamilton, 

SuNoaiBs, PHiLOLOGiCiLL.-^'' Slick " is an American phrase, mean- 
ing '' clever /' but it sometimes me^ins *' insolence," for they often 
say, ^' Give me no elick,^ *^ Getting along " is continually in their 
mouths, and is used in different meanings. For instance, we say, 
** How do you do? " a Yankee would say, " tiow are you getting 
aioana?'*'* It also means ''succeeding in business." *' Clear out 
signifies what the Scotch term ' ' a moon L'ght flittiv'. " '' Going ahead " 
mHao signifies success in business. The word *' expect " is indis- 
criminately used for our words, "believe," "suppose," "think," 
and " expect." " T/iat is a fact, ^^ and " no mietake,^^ are continu- 
ally used to ffive efiect to assertion. In place of our " yes " and 

* * np," la Yankee says, " Igttess it m," or " I guess notJ*^ The word 

* *fix " is quite a favourite with them. ' They don't ask a tailor to 
Knend their coat, but " to fix it^ " Fix the fire good,^ means 
* ' put on a good fire." To " go the whole hog^'* is to " carry through 
an undertaking." ^^ I calculate upon doing so,''"' is used for our " I 
Sutend to do so." The way in which the above and other terms are 
applied by the Americans, has often a very ludicrous efiect to a 
atranger. For instance, I went to a shoemaker shortly after my 
arrival, and asked him to mend my sh6es, and to state his charge for 
ao doing. He replied, " ni fix them snug to you for a dollar T^ 
^■^Mr Weston, 

Go THB Whole Hoe.^-Tliis phrase is American-English for Radi- 
cal R^orm, and is much used by the demoeratic party to distinguish 
"Chem uom the federalists, who don't profess such sweeping notions, 

and conseqvienUy go only a part of the interesting quadruped in 

question.— CSaj9^a2n Hamilton, 

AMERiCANisMs.^-^There is no ground for the assertion that an 

Englishman cannot understand an American, and that an American 

does not readily understand what any Englishman says. It is much 

iQore difficult to comprehend the various dialects in England used by 

. th9 lower classes, than the English language usually spoken in every 

l^art of America. There is, to be sure, a signification given to some 

i|0^s in America which they do not bear in Britain, as for example: 

. .i lady calling upon us when there were some, melons on the table, 

#» f^ke4 her to partake of them, so soon as the servant could bring 

• :fifaite. ' She was in a hurry, and took up a little bit in her hand, 

aying; allow me to take it "friendly," meaning unceremoniously. 

. Tkere are a iiumber of words used with as little regard to their pro- 

Mrmeauiiiif , but there is never any difficulty in making out the sense 

m winch tliey are used.-^ifr Stuart, 
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Therb arr few Americanisms.-^Mt Noah Webster had spent fortj 
years of his life in preparing his Dictionary of the English Language, 
which was not published at the time of my visit, but has been since. 
In a conversation about the words called Americanisms, Mr Webster 
contended that his countrymen had a right to adopt new words, and 
to modify the language to suit the novelty of the circumstances in 
which they were plac^. I was surprised when Mr Webster told me 
that there were not fifty words in all which were used in America 
and not in England, but on consideration, I found that I was unaUe 
to collect near that quantity. Most of what we term Americanisiiii, 
are words which were in use in England when the first settlers left 
their native country, although they are now fallen into desuetude 
here. — Captain Hall* 

American Language-Makers. — I remember a little boy n^o wa 
a lexicographer from his birth, a language-master, and a philoso- 
pher. From the hour he was able to ^k for a piece of bread and 
butter, he never hesitated for a word — ^not he ! — A child playing upon 
the door-step with a pile of tamarind stones, said to her companion, 
* Ah\ IVe got a many-er than you !^ That child was a better gram- 
marian than Lindley Murray. (! !)•— TV^e Token ; or, Atlantic Sw- 
venir, 1835. 
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Theatre at New Orleans.— With the exception of lottery offieei 
and gambling-houses, vice is much more prominent in London, and 
even in Edinburgh, Uian at New Orleans. Prostitutes are noiHiere 
seen in the streets of public resort, or at the doors, or in the lobbies 
of the theatres ; and there seemed to me to be more perfect propriety 
of conduct at the theatres here, than at any public place of twi 
description in Britain, and more general attention to dress here than 
there. Every body who goes to ute French theatre here, must dress 
as if going to the opera house in London.— -3&* Stuart, 

Theatre at Natchez. — ^The theatre here is not in the town, but a 
considerable distance from it, and situated in a grave-yard ! The 
first night I was to have performed, the oil was frozen by the intense 
cold, and consequently, as there were no lights, there was no play. 
Next evening, I walked out to the theatre at the usual hour, but on 
entering, I found only a solitary lamplighter present, who told me, 
in answer to inquiry, that the play commenced sometimes at sevMi, 
and sometimes at eight o'clock. 1 had thus plenty of time, wiiich I 
filled up by a stroll. Presently groups of wild-looking cavalierSy 
mounted on strong horses, and picturesquely dressed in blanket 
frock-coats, drooping Spanish beaver hats, and leather overalls^ 
began to appear. These were the planters from a considerable 
distance around Natchez. After them came a double line of pedes- 
trians from the town, and in a short time the theatre was filled. 
The boxes had a very respectable show of prettily dressed, beautiftd 
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women^ and the whole appearance of the hoiue was orderly and de- 
corous. It is quite common for the planters to ride in nightly to 
tJie theatre^ from their estates at a great distance inland.— Jfr Power. 

Tbkatrr of thb Mississippi.— Mr Chapman, formerly of tiie Covent 
Garden Theatre, is in the habit of constructing, every year, upon a 
large raft, some thousand miles up the river, a floating theatre in which 
he visits all the towns and populous places on its banks, announcing 
lai arrival by sound of trumpet. He finds his ingenious project pay, 
M the inhabitants of these remote places know that his yearly visit is 
tilieir only chance for seeing a play. On reaching the end of his 
voyage and season at New Orleans, he sells his theatre for the tim- 
ber, and betakes himself and company again up the river in some 
up country steamer. — Mr Power. 

Amprican TRBATRiCALS.-^Besides the advantage of possessing 
the very prettiest collection of actresses I ever saw, the theatre at 
Boston has decidedly the best company I have played with, any 
Ufhere put of London. The performers do not seem to despise tbehr 
vrork^ and therefore it is well done. The green-room is both re- 

?€ctable and agreeable. We lived opposite the box-office, and 
waS' often amused watching the crowds which collected, before the 
door was opened in the morning, yelling and shouting when the bolts 
"Were withdrawn, as if the town were on fire. I was surprised to see 
men of a very low order pressing foremost to obtain boxes, but I 
found that they sell them again, at on enormous profit, to others who 
have not been able to obtain any ; and the better to carry on their 
traffic, these worthies smear their clothes with molasses, and sugar, 
^Cy so that no one, whose clothes are worth a cent, will approach 
them : this is ingenious, and deserves a reward. — Miss Kembie, 

. Thratrb at BosTON.-^The theatres here were well attended dur- 
ing our stay, from there being then performing several celebrated 
English actors and French dancers. The French danseuses seemed to 
me to dance more elegantly than was either necessary or decent, yet 
they were highly applauded by the spectators ; and the more outre 
the dancing, the more extravagant the applause. The theatres are 
dbut on Saturday nights, but there are public oratorios on Sunday 
evenings. Great fault was found at a theatrical advertisement When 
we were in Boston, which stated that on a certain evening ''the 
mayor would hcmour the Tremont theatre with his presence ;" and 
the editors of the journals it a^^eared in had actually to apologize to 
the '' sovereign people " for its insertion. — Mr Stuart. 

Thbatrigal AuDiBNCBs.— iJn the Cincinnati theatre, men came 
iato the dress [P] boxes in their shirt sleeves, and these were often 
tucked up to the elbow. The various attitudes of the men were in- 
describable ; some had their heels held higher than their heads, with 
the entire rear of their persons exhibited to the audience ; sitting on 
the front of the lower boxes undressed to the waistcoat, was exceed- 
ingly common, and the incessant spitting and filthy smell of onions 
and whisky, made it Impossible to enjoy the very excellent ac^w% 
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of the mandger and his wife. During our stay Ur6 female tUmosn 
from Paris appeared, and although they were extremely careful both 
as to attire and dimcing, not to shock the notions of the cftisens, 
yet their appearance produced absolutely horror and dismay— the 
ladies forsook the theatre— the gentlemen shook their heads and 
imittered under their breath ; and the clergy denoimced them from 
the pulpit. — Mrt Trollope, [See Tail-piece, page 60.] 

Theatre at Washington. — The audience in this city, at least^ 
rival those of Cincinnati in freedom of action and attitude ; the Im^s 
were sometimes thrown over the box, sometimes orer the side of it, 
and occasionally the front rail was preferred as a 8eat.-^Jfr# 
Trollope, 

Trollops Theatrical Reform. — At the Park theatre (New York) , 
OB the occasion of Mi^ Fanny Kemble^s benefit, I observed a 
gentleman in the second tier of boxes seated in an indelicate postore 
at the end of the second act, and at the end of the third act there 
were three similarly situated. Several voices in the pit called out, 
''a Trollope! a Trollope!" which was followed by a general hissing 
and hooting till the offenders withdrew. From my own observation, 
I am of opinion that the keen satire of this pungent writer will do in 
a few years the work of a century, as regards the correction of low 
and filthy habits.— <S>/ii>r^'. 

Somethino Shabby. — A gentleman, old enough to know better, 
called upon my father, and complained to him that a day or two 
before, during my usual ride, I had spoken most derogatively of 
America and the Americans — ^had said that I would not ride an 
American horse, and had offered a gentleman two dollars for the 
hire of his. The consequence of all this was, that if my father did 
not give some explanation, or offer some apology to the- public, I 
should certainly be hissed off the stage as soon as I appeared on it 
that evening. I asserted my ri^t to liberty of speech and liberty 
of opinion, and that any conversation between me and any other 
person was nobody's business but mine and his, or hers, and that I 
thought, though I did not say it, that the whole af&ir was the greatest 
piece of blackguardism on the part of the young gentleman, and the 
greatest piece of twaddle on the part of the old one, I ever heard of. 
The old one added, that fifty members of congress had mentioBed 
the thing to him already. My father was in a towering passion, and 
it was lucky for the scamp who raised the tittle-tattle uiat he did not 
fall in with him. Nothing took place that night ; but next evening, 
on going in, I was amazed at the tremendous burst of applause with 
which the people hailed me. I was inclined to set it down to my 
very splendid dress, yet they had seen it before several times. T^ 
scene ended, and 1 went up stairs ; but was speedily called down by 
my friend, who told me they were waiting for me on the stage. On 
going by the side, I found my father on the stage Speaking to the 
audience, and explaining that the whole contents of a printed placard, 
which pretended to detail the conversation alluded to, was a tissue 
of falsehoods. This placard had been indiistriouslv distributed 
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tlirough thQ audknce in the theatre, and I owe them my gratitude 
for t£eir instaDt rejection of its iiakehoode. My benefit followed 
field; eveninff, my father's was the evening after mine, and the theatre 
was literal]^ crammed on both occasions. The good people of 
Philadelphia have my love for their conduct on this occasion for 
evermore. — Miss Kemble, 
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Stbam-Boats. — The steam-boats which navigate the Blississippi are 
large and handsome, and totally unlike those of Europe, resembling 
rather floating-houses. The ladies and gentlemen have each a 
separate cabin ; that of the ladies is never entered by the men, and 
the ladies are only allowed access to the gentlemen's cabin at meal 
times. On my return from Cincinnati, there were among the passen- 
gers, between that place and Memphis, a gentleman and his wife, 
who appeared to suner very considerably from this absurd arrange- 
ment. The lady was an invalid, and her husband was exceedingly 
anxious in his attentions, so far as the regulations of the boat allowed 
him. When the door of communication between the two cabins was 
opened for the ladies to approach the table, he was always there in 
waiting to hand her tp her place, and when they retired, he lingered 
in the entrance till the last lady had passed in. He would even, in 
the absence of the other ladies, sit down beside his ailing wife for a 
moment ; but, on the appearance of a single stranger, would that 
instant vanish " like a guilty thing."— jllr« TroUope, 

Stage Coaches.—- These vehicles are .of ponderous proportions, 
built with timbers equal in size to thoee of an ordinary wagon, and 
attached by enormous straps to certain massive irons, which no one 
could mistake for springs. The sides are simply curtains of leather, 
which may be opened or drawn close at pleasure, a convenient enough 
arrangement during the heat of suiTuner, but very much the reverse in 
winter. These odd-looking vehicles carry nine passengers inside, 
and only one outside, who sits on the driver's box. The horses, 
tliough not handsome, are strong and well suited for the roads.— « 
Captain Hamilton. 

Canal Boats.— These conveyances are large and airy, they have 
two cabins, one for the ladies with beds, and very comfortable 
looking; the other for gentlemen with no appearance of beds, but 
lines of lockers alonr tibe sides. After supper, these lodkers which, 
are seats by day, fola out into ranges of beds ; and there is an upper 
tier ingeniously hung between the sides of the cabin and the roof, 
midway between the roof and .the lower decks. The rate of motion 
in these boats, was three miles and a half per hour on an average.— 
Captain Hall, 

Canal Boats.— The^e boats are long and low, to let them through 
beneath the numerous bridges ; and the passengers when on deck must 
fall prostrate for this purpose every ^^r^ minutes. At night, three tiers 
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of beds are rigged up in the gentlemen's cabin. These are very in- 
secure-looking conveniences, being suspended merely by a cord ; and 
if that give way, the whole apparatus comes down, of course the under 
tier get the benefit of the weight of the two upper tiers. We cast 
lots for berths, and mine fell upon one of the lowest tiers, which was 
any thing but agreeable ; however, I had become almost reconciled 
to it, when thump came something upon our craft, and tumbled out 
about a dozen sleepers from the second and third tiers, upon the un- 
fortunates who occupied shake-downs on the floor.— Jfr. Arfwedson, 

Coach Propribtors. — My father directed the driver, as there were 
two routes to our destination, to take the one which led through the 
pretty village of Skaneateles, situated on the lake of the same name. 
Plowever, to this the master of the inn, who was also, I believe, 
proprietor of the coach, seemed to have some private objection ; and 
while my father was yet speaking, very coolly shut the coach door in 
his face, and desired the driver to go in the contrary direction. The 
insolence of the fellow enraged my father, and certainly, even in a^ 
free country, it was rather astonishing. — Miss KemMe. 

Migratory Coach Proprietor. — At Saratoga springs, I was a<^- 
costed by a bustling, smart kind of a man, with more bows tlian I 
had seen altogether in America before, and a profusion of good days 
and congratulations on my return from Canada, accompanied by re — 
minding me of a promise made to this important personage of em- - 
ploying him. This bustling gentleman turned out to be a stage- 
coach proprietor ; and . it happened that 1 actually met him some 
time afterwards far away in the south-"— more than a thousand miles 
from Saratoga pursuing his avocations, having transported himself, 
his horses, and vehicles thither for the winter, to return to the north 
when the sickly season set in at Charleston. — Captain HalL 

Safe Coaching. — Although nobody ever travelled a hundred 
miles, I believe, in this country, without being overturned, the drivers 
deserve infinite credit for the rare occurrence of accidents. How 
they can carry a coach at all over some of their roads is miraculous ; 
and. high praise is due to them, both for their care and skill, that any 
body, in any part of this country, ever arrives at the end of a land 
journey at all. I do not remember ever to have seen six-in-hand 
driving except in New England, where it is common, and where the 
stage -drivers are great adepts in the mystery.—- JUm Kemble. 

New York Pilots,' — The pilot of New York is a perfect contrast 
to the pilots we had been in the habit of seeing in the Firth of Forth. 
He is an intelligent, well-dressed person ; in short, a gentleman in 
appearance and manners. — Mr Stuart, 

New York Pilot. — Our pilot was quite a dandy, dressed in a fine 
fashionable surtout, white vest, frilled shirt, white silk stockings, and 
dress shoes ; and seemed fond of displaying a small neat hand with 
rings on each finger. He strutted about in fine style, venting his com- 
mands, always accompanied with oaths, and eifectually irritated the 
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Bailors. Nevertheless, he seemed to understand his "business thor- 
oughly, and was really a good seaman. — Mr Weston, 

Hotels, &c.— For my own part, with very few excerptions, 1 have 
met with nothing but civility and attention of every description. 
We have almost always commanded private sitting, and single sleep- 
ing-rooms ; have had our meals served in tolerable comfort and 
decency ; and even on board the steam-boats, where every thing is 
done by shoals, I have found that, in spite of being an inveterate 
dawdle and never ready at any of the bell ringings, I have always 
had a place reserved for me, and enough to eat without fighting for 
it. — In the canal boat to Utica, I had fallen asleep in the cabin. I 
was awakened by the cabin girl putting her arms afectionately round 
me, and telling me that 1 might come and have the first choice of a 
berth in the sleeping cabin ; the girl's manner was singularly gentle 
and kind.-^M«« Kemble, 

Inns.-— We never experienced the smallest difficulty in obtaining 
at least one bed -room exclusively for the use of our family-^— no mat- 
ter however crowded the inns might be ; nor was it ever once sug;. 
gested to us to share the room with other people.-— Ca/)toi» Hall. 

A Cincinnati Landlord.— Not wishing to take our tea with either 
the crowd of men in the dining-room, or the ladies of the bar, we 
ordered it in our bed-room. A good-humoured Irishwoman brought 
it with the usual accompaniments, and we were enjoying ourselves 
when a knocking was heard at the door. The landlord announced 
himself, and the following dialogue took place between him and me. 
" Are any of you ill ?" he began. " No, thank you," I said, ** we 
are all quite well." '* Then, madam," he continued, " I must tell 
you that I cannot accommodate you upon these terms ; we have no 
family tea-drinkings here, and you must live either with me or my 
wife, or not at all in my house." 1 ventured to hint that we were 
strangers to the manners of the country, but this did not appease 
him ; he declared their own manners were very good, and they didn't 
want to learn manners from foreigners. — Mrs Trollope. 

Inn at Haggbrstown.— This was one of the most comfortable 
inns I ever entered ; and instead of being scolded, as we were at Cin- 
cinnati, for asking for a private room, we had two here without asking. 
A smart waiter summoned us to breakfast, dinner, and tea, which 
were neatly served and abundant. The landlord met us at the door 
of the eating-room, and having asked us if we wished for any thing 
not on the table, retired. The charges were not higher than at ' 
CiiMsinnati. — Mrs Trollope, 

<JouNTRT Inns.— Between Albany and Boston we were never in 
^i\\ie for the regular dinner at the hotels, but we never found any 
liliiculty on this account. We vfere shown into private parlours 
'"v-^rywhere, and had every thing we required as comfortably as if 
*^o had been in England. The distinctions noticed by us between 
^c» two countries, were the greater quantity of animal food set beCoc^ 
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m in AmericH, oad the ciuMn Utahrertal there of the female waiter* 
seating themselves when their services were not required.«-*-JI&' Stiuani, 

Ikn-Keb^brs and thkir ATTlsNOANTS.-^At Cawghnawaga the 
, landlady of the house waited at the breakfast table, and when her 
services were not required, sat down at the side of the room. At a 
village called the Little Falls, a pretty lass, the daughter of the 
landlord, waited at dinner ; idien her attendance was not in request, 
she quietly seated herself at work in tiie window, exactly as it she 
bad been one of the party. But there was nothing approadii&g te 
forwardness or impudence in all this ; but, on the contrary, it was 
done quietiy and respectfully, and apparently without the least eom- 
Bciousness of its being out of the common order. In the great towns 
such freedoms are not used. Servants donH like to be summoned 
by bells, and, indeed, bells are not common in inns, except in New 
York and other chief cities. Help yourself is the rule in many 
things usually done for Europeans by their domestics. — Captain Hall. 

Dbspotism.— ^)n the road, and in their hotels, Americans are 
assuredly any thing but freemen. Bonifftce dictates their hours of 
rest and refection. He feeds them in droves like cattle. He rings 
a bell, and they come like dogs at their master's whistle. He places 
food before them, and they swallow it without grumbling. His de- 
crees are Ihose of fate, and the motto of his establishment is, ** mAh- 
nit or starve.''—- 'Cisj^^aiii Hamilton, 

Mind Yoursblf.— .At Vernon a lady oame into the stoge«<ioftch, 
and filled up the last spare inch, for ** we were eight *' before. When 
die was seated, her beau brought forward a most enormous wooden 
best bonnet box. He lifted it, seemed to Ihink of placinc it on our 
laps, then of putting it under our feet, but it would not do, its siae 
forbade the possibility of either. Then, in true Yankee style, be said 
io one ef our party, ** If you'll just step out for a minute, I guess 
I'll find room for it." *' Perhaps so ; but what am I to do for roon 
■then." This reply being spoken in English accents, atlmcted the 
notice of half a dozen men lounging at a whisky store, who tot^ the 
part of the beau. " That's because you'll be Engli^ travellers, I 
expect, but we have travelled in better countries wan Europo— we 
have travelled in America, and the box will go, I calcidate." Upon 
that the brute began thrusting the box with all his sfireftt|th against 
our legs. '* No law. Sir, can permit such conduct as this. ** Law !" 
said a gentleman very particidarly drunk, '' we makes our own laws, 
and governs ourselves." '^ Law !" exclaimed another, ** this is a 
free country, we have no laws here, and we don't want no foreign 
power to tyrannize over us." I give the words exactly. It iS|/)iow- 
ever, fair to state that the party had evidently been drinking deeply. 
Coachee took no part in the contest, but seemed to eiyoy it hugely. 
•— Jfcfr* TroUope, 

Pleasant GoMPANiON.*<-On the journey from Washington to New 

Orleans, a Virginian doctor was a fellow passenger with me in the 

>si»ge. He was disgustingly addicted to dram-drinking and tolNicoo 
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ch&tving, spitting out huge volleys of saliTa riffhi and left. I was 
awakened on one occasion by the uproar maoe by a Quaker, into 
whose eye this brute bad squirted a whole mouthful of tobacco juice ! 
•-^Captain Hamitton, — .-— ^ 

Fellow -TRATXLLBR8 in Gborgia. — ^From Fort Mitchell I trayelled 
with three attorneys, two storekeepers^ two cotton planters, and a 
slave -dealer. My notions of the sort of conversation prevalent in 
Newgate may not be very accurate, but I much doubt whether it 
would be found to indicate such utter debasement, both of thought 
and principle, as that to which I was condemned to listen during wis 
journey. The people of this state are savage and ferocious, and I 
was often tempted to regret that the gibbet was not abroad in Geor- 
gia.-— Oo^^o/n Hamilton, 

Frbb and East.— He told me sundry steam-boat stories that made 
my blood curdle ; he spoke of a public hair-brush, a public comb, 
and a public tooth-brush. Also, of a gentleman who was using his 
OMTi tooth-brush,— -when a man, who was standing near him, said, 
-** I'll trouble you for that article when you're done with it." - When 
lie had done with it, the gentleman presented it to him ; and, on 
receiving it again, immediately threw it into the river to the infinite 
amazement of the borrower, who only e^tclaimed, " Well, however, 
you're a queer fellow." — Miss Kemble, 

TlinK Back W^oods in Carolina. — The road between Columbia and 
Charleston lies through a forest, and the whole line is so unhealthy 
that few people can be induced to reside there ; the danger even of 
travelling through it is great, and for a considerable part of the year, 
all the stage-coaches are stopped, and the mails conveyed on horse- 
back. At one of the forlorn dwellings in this dismal country, a 
slave appeared to apologise for the absence of her mistress, who was 
then ill in bed, but presently crawled in evidently weighed down by 
sickness. '* How are you ? how are you, mistress ?' said one of 
the passengers. ''Oh, not well," groaned the poor soul. " How 
have you been all this last season P" " Why," she replied, " I thank 
God we have all had our fevers." She seemed grateful that any one 
of her family was left alive to tell the story \'^Captain Hall, 

Mississippi Souatters.— Shocking Stort.— -The steam-boats are 
supplied with fuel by*a set of vagabond wood-cutters, who drag out 
a miserable existence on the swampy borders of the river. The 
squalor of one of these wretched families is appalling — ^husband, 
wife, and children, are all of a pale blue dropsical complexion, and 
all seem hastening to an early grave. But it is not disease alone 
that these squatters on the Mississippi have to fight with, the whole 
desert is teeming with reptiles, including all the vipers that hiss, or 
bite, or sting, among which are enormous alligators. One poor 
fellow had located himself close to the river, and with the assistance 
of his neighbours speedily reared up his simple log hut. His wife 
and five children were brought from a distance to their new home. 
They slept soundly after the fatigue of their long march. About 
daybreak the father was awakened by a noise, and on lQ<^V;Ma% >fi^ 
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beheld the relics of three of his infants scattered on the floor, and a 
large alligator, with several young ones, busy devouring the remains 
of their horrid meal. There was no weapon at hand, and unarmed 
he could do nothing ; so he managed to crawl from a window out 
of the hut, and in less than half an hour returned with two of his 
neighbours, all well armed ; but, alas ! the mother and the two 
infants he had left asleep lay mangled on their bloody bed. The 
gorged reptiles were now an easy prey to their assailants, and it 
^as found that the unfortunate family had erected their house close 
to the den where the alligator had reared her monstrous brood. 

The labour of conveying the stacks of firewood from the piles on 
the banks of the river to tlie engine on boards is performed mostly 
by tlie Kentucky flat-boat men returning from New Orleans, aflc»r 
having sold their cumbrous boat and cargo. There were two hun- 
dred of these men on board when I ascended the river ; they occu- 
pied a distinct part of the vessel, and were never seen but when tite 
boat stopped to take in wood, when they ran, or rather vaulted over 
each other ^s heads, to the shore. They do this job in part payment 
of their passage money. They are a very noble looking race of 
men, f;onsiderably taller than Uie average European height, and 
many of them are extremely handsome.*- J2r« Trollope. 



CONSTITUTION OF THE LEGISLATURES. 

This section of our compilation contains an account, extracted from 
an autlientic work published in Philadelpliia in the year 1830, of the 
Constitution of Congress, and of the legislative bodies in each of the 
twenty-four states composing the Union. It is perhaps necessary to 
mention that the various States have reserved to themselves the riglit to 
do everything which may be done by sovereign and independent 
states, except in some cases, wherein both the legislative and execu- 
tive functions are given up to the Congress of the United States. 
The most important of these exceptions are, — the sole management 
of foreign relations ; maintenance of the army and navy in time of 
peace ; declaring war or peace ; regulating the general post office ; 
fixing the duties of imports and exports ; fixing the value and alloy 
of coins ; regulating all affairs with the Indian;. The various state 
legislatures and executive authorities control tlie local affairs of 
their respective states, and the proceedings in their legislatures are 
similar to tliose of Congress, which in most respects resemble those 
of the British Parliament. 



Senate of the United States.— Congress consists of a senate 
and house of representatives. The senate is composed of two mem- 
bers from each state, chosen by the legislature thereof for six years, 
and each senator has one vote. On assembling, after election, the 
senate is divided into three classes ; those of the first class vacate 
their seats at tlie expiration of the second year, of the second class 
at tlie expuration of the fourth year, and of Uie third class at the 
expiration of the sixth year, so that one-third are chosen every secoiMt 
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year. Tacancies happening^ during the recess of the legislature of 
any state, may be filled up temporarily by the executive until the 
next meeting of the legislature of the state. Senators must be thirty 
years of age, and have been nine years citizens of the United States, 
and must be inhabitants of the state for which Ihey are elected. 
The rice-prendent of the United States is president of the senate, 
but has no vote except when the members are equally dirided. In 
the absence of the rice-president, or when he exercises the functions 
of president of the United States, the senate elects a temporary 
president. The senate tries all cases of impeachment. 

HovsB OF Rbprbsbntativrs.— 'This branch of the legislature con- 
sists of representatiyes, in the proportion of one for every thirty 
thousand inhabitants being free persons, excluding Indians not 
taxed, of the whole union, elected every second year by the people 
of the several states who have the qualification necessary for electors 
of the most numerous branch of the state legislature. Every repre- 
sentative must have attained the age of twenty-five years, and have 
been seven years a citizen of the United States, and, when elected, 
must be an inhabitant of that state for which he is chosen. The 
house of representatives chooses its speaker and other officers, and 
has the sole power of impeachment 

Procbourb upon Bills.— -Every bill which shall have passed the 
house of representatives and the senate, shall, before it become a 
law, be presented to the president of the United States. If he 
approve, he shall sig^ it; but if not, he shall return it, with his objec- 
tions, to that house in which it shall have originated. The house 
shall enter the objection at large on their journal, and proceed to 
reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the 
house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the 
objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be recon- 
sidered, and, if approved of by two-thhrds of that house, it shall 
become a law. In aU such cases, the votes of both houses shall be 
determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting 
for and against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each house 
respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the president 
within ten days, Sunday excepted, after it shall have been presented 
to him, the same shal^be a law in like manner as if he had signed 
it, miless the congress, by their adjournment, prevent its return, in 
idiich case it shafl not be a law. 



President or thb United States. — "So person is now eligible to 
be elected to the office of president of the United States unless he 
be a natural bom citizen, not under thirty-five years of age. He is 
elected by a body of electors in each state, appointed in such a 
manner as the legislature thereof may direct, and equal in number to 
that of the whole senators and representatives by which the state is 
represented in congress. The electors meet in their respective 
states, and vote by ballot for two persons, of whom one at least shall 
not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves. The presi- 
dent of the senate shall, in presence ^i V!icL<^ ««Q»Xfe ^\!l<^V^va!<^^^ 
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representatives, open all the certificates and count the Totea^ aad 
the person having the greatest number of votes shall be the pr^sid^it, 
if such number be a majority of the whole number of eleetors ap- 
pointed. If more than one has a majority and an equal number of 
votes, then the house of representatives shall immediately choose, by 
ballot, one of them for president^ — ^if no perscm have a majority, 
then from the three highest on the list, the said houtie shall ia like 
manner choose the president. But in choosing tbe prestd^nt, the 
votes shall be taken by states, the representatives from each haviag 
one vote ; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a lAember, or 
members, from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the 
states shall be necessary to a choice. The vice-president is in 
every case the person having the next greatest number of votes fer 
the presidentship ; but when two or three have an equal number of 
votes, then he is elected by the senate. If the house of repreeea- 
tatives shall not choose a president whenever the right of choiee 
devolves upon them, before toe fourth day of March next foUowing, 
then the vice-president shall act as president, as in the case of tke 
death or other disability of tlie president. 

State of Maine.*— The legislative power is vested in two distinct 
branches ; a house of representatives, and a senate, each having a 
negative on the other, and both together being styled the legislature 
of Maine, The executive power is vested in a governor and 
council, secretary of state, and treasurer. The governor must ii4t 
be less than thirty years of age ; a natural born citizen of Ameriea, 
and a resident of the state. The council consists of seven perflonsy 
citizens of the United States, and resident in the state, wiio advise 
the governor in the execution of his duty. The secretary of state 
has the custody of the state records, and attends the governor and 
council, senate, and house of representatives in person or by \a» 
deputies, as these bodies respectively require. The treasurer cannot 
during his continuance in office engage in trade or commerce, or in 
other private business whatever, and ^ives security to the satisfiiction 
of the legislature for the faithful disdiarge of the duties of his situa- 
tion. The judicial power is vested in a supreme judicial court and 
such other courts as the legislature establishes from time to tlnM. 
The judges hold their office during good behaviour, but not after 
seventy years of age. Judges of the supreme court can hold ne 
office under the United States, nor any of the individual statea, 
except that of justice of the peace. The electors are every male 
inhabitant of the state twenty-one years of age, who has resided in 
it not less than three months, being a citizen of the United States, 
and not a pauper, under guardianship, or Indian not taxed. These 
qualified persons elect t£e governor, senators, and representatives 
annually, on the second Monday of September ; and they are privii- 
leged from arrest in all cases except treason, felony, or breach of 
the peace during their attendance at, going to, or returning frost 
elections. The qualifications necessary in a member of the house of 
representatives are five years' citizenship of the United States, being 
twenty-one years of age, and residence in the state for the three months 
immediateiy before election. The number of members is fixed hgr 
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the whole electors every ten yenrs, in proportion to the population. 
'fhe qualifications required in a senator are the same as for a mem- 
ber of the other house, except that he must be twenty-fire years of 
age. The number of members is not less than twenty, nor more than 
thirty-one. 

State of Massachvsbtts.— The legislatiT^ bo4y consists of « 
senate and house of representatives which together are styled t/te 
genercd Court qf Maasackusetts, The senate consists of forty mem- 
bers. The qualifications of a senator are being seized in his own 
right of a freehold, within the commonwealth, of the value of at least 
three hundred pounds, or the possession of personal estate to the 
▼idue of six humbed pounds at least, or of both to the amount of the 
«ame sum, residence in the state for the &^ years preceding hia 
election, and residence in the district for which he is elected. The 
house of representatives consists of a number of members, in propor- 
ti<Hi to the number of rateable pells in the state; and the qualification 
of a member is, being seized in his own ris^ht of a freehold within 
the town he shall be chosen to represent, to the value of one hundred 
pounds, or any rateable estate to the value of two hundred pounds. 
The members of both bouses are elected annually by every male 
person twenty-one years of age, excepting paupers or persons under 
guardianship, resident in the state one year, and in the place for 
which he votes six months next preceding the election, who shaK 
have paid any state or county tax which has been assessed upon 
him for two years preceding the election. 

The executive consists of a governor, lieutenant gt>vemor, council 
of nine, and other office-bearers. The governor and lieutenant 

I governor are elected by those qualified to elect the members of the 
egislature ; the council and other officers of state by the legislature. 
Tne qualifications for the two first are a freehold estate of the value 
of one thousand pounds, seven years residence in the state, and s 
profession of belief in the Christian religion. The judiciary power 
is nearly the same as in the state of Maine. The delegates fron^ 
the state to congress are elected annually by the joint ballot of the 
legislature, to serve in congress for one year; but they may be 
recalled at any time within die year, and others chosen in their stead. 

Statb of Nbw Hampshire. — The legislature consists of a senate 
and house of representatives, which are styled together, Th^ GenercU 
Court qf New Hampshire. The senate consists of twelve persons, 
who must not be less than thirty years of age, seized in their own 
right of a freehold of two hundred pounds in the state, and resident 
in it for the seven years next preceding election. The house of 
representatives is proportioned in number to the amount of rateable 
polls. The qualifications of a member are, an estate in the district he 
represents of the value of one hundred pounds, one half of which 
must be a freehold, residence for two years preceding election in 
the state, and residence in the district when elected. Both houses 
are elected annually by all the male inhabitants of the state, twenty- 
one years of age, excepting paupers and persons excused from 
* paying taxes at tlieir own request. The execuU^^ cATtssA\& ^\ «. 
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forernor, who must be thirty years of a^e, have an estate worth M 
hundred pounds, one half freehold, and have resided in the state 
seven years preceding his election ; a council of five, secretary, 
treasurer, and commissary general. The two first are elected by 
those qualified to elect the legislature ; the others are chosen by 
joint ballot of the two houses of legislature. The judiciary is 
constituted similarly to that of Maine. 

State of VsKMONT.t^The legislative power is vested in a house 
of representatives, chosen by ballot annually, by the freemeii of 
every town in the state. The qualifications of members are, beiog 
persons most noted for wisdom and virtue, and residence for two 
years in the state, and the house is styled The General Assembly of 
^he State cf Vermont, The executive consists of a governor, lieu- 
tenant governor, and twelve councillors, elected annually by the 
freemen. Every man twenty-one years of age, of quiet and peace- 
able behaviour, who has resided in the state a year next preceding 
any election, shall be deemed a freeman. The qualifications for 

Sovemor and lieutenant governor, are, being a freeman^ and resi- 
ence in the state for four years preceding election. 

Rhodb Island. — ^This state has not assumed a form of govern- 
ment different from that contained ia the charter granted to the 
original settlers by king Charles the Second, which is singrularly 
liberal in its provisions, allowing the utmost liberty of conscience in 
matters of religion, and providing every safeg^uard for a purely 
representative form of government The legislature consists of an 
upper and lower house of assembly, elected annually by the freemen, 
who are qualified as in the state of Vermont. The executive con- 
sists of a governor and chief magistrates, also chosen annually, and 
they, along with the legislature, elect annually all the other judicial 
and executive officers. 

State of Gonnrcticut.— The legislature consists of a senate and 
house of representatives, styled together the general assembly, and 
elected annually by the whole white male inhabitants of twenty-one 
years of age, possessing a freehold of the annual value of seven dollars, 
or who have served one year in the militia, who has had a residence 
in the state for six montiis, or has paid state jax for the year preced- 
ing the election at which he claims to vote, and has not been con- 
victed of an infamous crime. The qualifications for a senator and 
representative are simply being an elector. The executive consists 
of a governor, lieutenant governor, and other office-bearers, elected 
annually ; the two former, in addition to beinr electors, must be 
thirty years of age. The judiciary are elected by the general as- 
sembly ; and the judges of the chief courts remain in omce during 
good behaviour. 

^ State of New York.-— The legislature consists of a senate of 
tiiirty-two members, who must be freeholders, and are chosen for 
^our years, and of an assembly of one hundred and twenty-eight 
members, elected annually. The senate is divided into four classes. 
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•ne of wfaidi Tacaies office each year in progrestion. Tlie '^^pudifi- 
calions of an elector are, being twenty-one years of age, rend^«!0 
in the state for six months preceding tiie election at which he claiina 
to Toto, having paid state tax within one year, or having performed 
militia duty within one year. People of colour, qualified to be elec- 
tors, must possess a clear freehold of two hundred and fifty dollars , 
and have been three years a citisen of the state, and paid a tax upon 
his freehold. The executive consists of a governor and lieuteqant 
governor, elected annually by the legislative electors, and must be 
native citizens of the United States, thirty years of age^ and five 
years resident in the state. The judges of the supreme cx>urt8 hold 
office during good behaviour, or until Uiey attain to sixty years of age. 

State of New Jerset. — The legislature consists of a legislative 
council and general assembly, chosen annually by all inhabitante [the 
charter does not say '' male inhabitants"] of full a^e, who are worth 
fifty pounds proclamation money, and have residea twelve months in 
the district for which they claim to vote. The governor is elected 
annually by the legislature. The qualifications of the representatives 
and other official persons, are the same as those of the electors. The 
judges. of the supreme court remain in office for seven years, those of 
the inferior courts for five, and are elected by the legislature. There 
has been no amendment upon the original constitution, drawn up 
July 2d, 1776, save that the word state was substituted for colony 
in all public deeds, on Sept. 20, 1777 ; and even the last clause, 
whirJi provides that in the event of the colony being again taken 
under the protection of Grreat Britain, this charter shall be null and 
void, remains in force. 

State op Prnnstlvania.-— The legislature is vested in a senate 
and house of representatives. The senate is eiected for four years, 
and divided into four classes, of which one vacates office every year 
progressively. The house of representatives is elected annually by 
every freeman twenty-one years of age, who has resided in the state 
two years next before the election, and within that time paid a state 
or county tax, assessed six months before the election. The sons of 
persons qualified are entitled to vote, if of the requisite age. The 
senator must be twenty-five years of age, and have been a citizen 
of the state for four years next before the election ; the representa- 
tive must be twenty-one years of age, and a citizen for three years 
in the state prior to his election. The governor is the supreme exe- 
cutive, and is elected for three years. He must be thirty years of 
age, and have been a citizen of the state for seven years next prior 
to his election. The judges of the supreme court and common pleas- 
hold office during good behaviour. 

State of DBLAWARE.-^The legislature consists of a senate, elected 
every three years, and each senator must possess in his county a 
frcehoid of two hundred acres of land,*or an estate worth i;1000 at 
least, must be twenty-seven years of age, and have been a citizen of 
the state for the three years prior to his election ; and of a house of 
representatives, chosen armually, each of whom must b^ i'K^ic&^^-^'QVQis 
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years of age, hare a freehold Sn his county, and have been a citizen 
fer three years prior to his election. The electors are every white 
freeman twenty-one years of age, having resided two years in the 
state before voting, and having paid a state tax assessed six months 
before the election^ also the sons of qualified persons of the pre- 
scribed age. The governor must be thirty-six years of age, have 
been a citizen of the United States for twelve years before his elec- 
tion, and is elected for three years. The judges hold office during 
good behaviour. 

State or Maryland.— The legislature consists of a senate and 
house of delegates, styled together the general assembly of Mary- 
land. The members of the house of delegates are elected annually 
by every free white male citizen above twenty-one years of age, 
who has resided twelve months in the state. The qualifications of 
delegates are, being the most wise^ sensible, and discreet of the 
people. The senate are elected by a body of electors chosen by 
me freemen qualified to elect the delegates every fiflJi year. The 
qualifications of a senator are, being resident in the state three vearSy 
and being above twenty-five years of age. The governor is elected 
luinually by joint ballot of both houses of the legislature. The 
judges retain office during good behaviour^ and are appointed by 
the governor. 

State of Viroikia.— The legislature consists of a house of de^e^ 
gates and a senate. The members of the house of delegates are 
elected annually by every white male citizen of the commonwealth 
aged twenty-one years, being possessed of a freehold in land to the 
value of twenty-fi-ve dollars, or being entitled to the reversion, or 
vested remainder in fee in land of the value of fifty dollars, or being^ 
9wner and actual possessor of a leasehold estate, of which the title 
has been recorded two months before he ofiers to vote, or who has 
Ibeen a hous^eeper or head of a family, and assessed with a part 
of the public revenue for twelve months next preceding the electioii 
at which he claims to vote. The qualifications of a sensitor are die 
Same as those of an elector, save that he must be thirty years of 
age, and those of a delegate are also the same, with the exception 
that he roust not be less than twenty-five years of age. The execu- 
tive consists of a governor and council of state, elected by the joint 
vote of both houses of the legislature for three years. The gover- 
nor must be thirty years of age, a native of the union, or have been 
naturalized previous to the adoption of this constitution. ( 1 830) . The 
superior juc^s hold office ifaving good behaviour^ and are elected 
by the ^int vote of the legislature. 

Statb of North Carolina.—- The legislative is vested in a senate 
and house of commons, styled together the general assembly. The 
members of the house of commoni are elected by all freemen, twen- 
ty-one years of age, resident in the state for the twelve months next 
preceding any election, who have paid public taxes ; and the senate 
are elected by all freemen twenty-one years of age, resident as 
before mentioned, possessed of a freehold of fifty acres for the six 
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months preceding the election at which they claim to vote. Both 
houses are chosen annually. Each senator must have resided for 
one year in the county for which he is elected, and have been pos- 
sessed for twelve months of not less than three hundred acres of 
land in fee. Each member of the house of commons must have 
resided twelve months in the county for which he is elected, and have 
been possessed for six months of not less than one hundred acres of 
land in fee, or for the term of his natural Ibfe. The governor is 
elected annually by joint ballot of the two houses of legislature ; so 
are the judges, who hold office during good behaviour. 

State of South Carolina.-— Tho legislature consists of a general 
assembly, consisting'of a senate and house of representatives. Both 
houses are elected every second year by every u-ee white man twen- 
ty-one years of age, having resided in the state two years previous 
to the aay of election, ana who hath had a freehold of fifty acres of 
land, or a town lot, not less than six months before such election, or 
not having such property qualification, hath resided six months in 
the district for which he votes. Every senator must be a free white 
man, thirty years of age, and have been resident in the state Are 
years previous to his election ; if a resident in the district for 
which he is elected, he must be legally seized and possessed of a 
freehold estate of tJie value of j£300 sterling ; and if non-resident, 
of the value of XlOOO sterling, clear of debt. Every representative 
must be a free white man, twenty ^one years of age, three years resi- 
dent in the state previous to election ; if resident in his district, he 
must be possessed of a settled freehold estate of five hundred acres of 
land and ten negroes, or of a real estate of XI 50, clear of debt. If 
non-resident, he must be possessed of a settled freehold estate of the 
value of J6500 sterling, clear of debt. The executive consists of a 
governor and lieutenant governor, elected every two years by joint 
ballot of the two houses of legislature ; the qualifications for both 
are, being thirty years of age, having resided ten years in the state^ 
and being possessed of a settled estate to the value of jC1500 ster- 
ling, clear of debt • The judges are elected by joint ballot of the 
legislature, and remain in office during good behaviour. 

State of Georoia. — The legislature is vested in a senate and 
house of representatives, elected annually by the citizens and inhab- 
itants of the state twenty-one years of age, resident six months within 
the county in which they vote, and who have paid all taxes required 
of them for the year preceding the election. The qualifications for 
a senator are being twenty-five years of age, nine years a citizen of 
the United States, three years an inhabitant of the state, residence 
in his county for one year before election, possession for one year, 
in his own right, of a freehold estate in the county, worth Rye hundred 
dollars or tiixable property worth a thousand dollars. The qualifica- 
tions of representatives are, being twenty-one years of age, seven 
years' citizenship of the United States, three years' residence in the 
state, a freehold worth two hundred and fifty dollars, or taxable pro- 
perty worth five hundred dol lars. The governor is elected every second 
year, by the joint votes of both houses of legislature. He must be 



54 CONSTITUTIONS. 

thirty years of age, hare been twelre years a citizen of the United 
States, and of this state six years, must possess five hundred acres of 
land in his own risfat, and other property to the amount of four thou- 
sand dollars. The judges are elected by the legislature^ and remain 
IB office for three years only. 

State of KsNTUCKY.^^-The legislature is stiled the general as- 
sembly of the coimnomvealth of Kentucky, and consists of a house of 
representatives and a senate. The house of representatives is 
elected annually, and the senate for four years. The qualifications 
of a representative are, citizenship of the United States, residence in 
this state for two years next preceding his election, residence for 
the last year in the place for which he is elected, and he must be 
twenty-four years of age ; those of a senator are beinff thirty-five 
years of age, citizenship of the United States, residence lor six years 
in this state, the last whereof must be in the place for which he is 
chosen. The qualifications of an elector are, being a white fireeman, 
twenty-one years of age, residence in the state for two years, or in 
the place lor which he votes for one year preceding the election at 
which he claims to vote. The executive consists of a governor and 
lieutenant governor, chosen for four years by the electors for the 
legislature. They must be thirty-five years of age, citizens of the 
United States, and have resided in this state at least six years pre- 
ceding their election. The judges are elected by the citizens, and 
hold office during good behaviour. 

Statb of Tbnnbssee. — The legislature is vested in a senate and 
house of representatives, chosen ever>' two years by every freeman 
twenty-one years of age, possessing a freehold in the county wherein 
he votes, and every inhabitant who has resided six months in the place 
for which he votes. Members of both houses of legislature, must be 
twenty-one years of age, have resided three years in the ^te, and 
one year, in the county, immediately prior to election, and must 
possess in the county they represent not less than two hundred acres 
^f land. The governor is elected by the electors of the legislature 
for two years ; he must be thirty-five years of age, have-been resident 
in the state for four years, and possess a freehold estate of five 
hundred acres of land. The judges are elected by joint ballot of both 
houses of legislature, and remain in office during good behaviour. 

State of Ohio. — The legislature consists. of a senate and house of 
representatives ; the first chosen biennially, the latter annually. A 
senator must be thirty years of age, a citizen of the United States, 
have resided two years in his district before election, and have paid 
state or county taxes. A representative must be twenty-five years 
of age, a citizen of the United States, have resided in his county one 
year before his election, and have paid public taxes. The electors 
are every male white inhabitant twenty-one years of age, having 
resided in the state for one year next preceding election, and having 
paid public taxes. The governor is chosen by the legislative elec- 
tors. He must be thirty years of age, have been a citizen of the 
United States twelve years, and an inhabitant of this state four 
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years preceding his election. The judges are elected by joint ballot 
of both houses, and hold oMce for seven years, if so long they be/tave 
well. 

State op Indiana. — The legislature is vested in a general as- 
sembly consisting of a senate and house of representatives ; the first 
are elected triennially and the latter annually. Every representa- 
tive must be twenty -one years of age, a citizen of the United States, 
and have resided in his county the year preceding his election, and 
have paid taxes. Every senator must be twenty-live years of age, a 
citizen of the United States, have resided two years in the state, the 
last year of which in his county , and have paid taxes. The electors 
are every white male citizen of the United States, who has resided 
in this state one year immediately preceding any election at which 
he claims to vote. The judges are appointed by the governor, with 
the advice and consent of the senate, and hold office for seven years, 
if they behave well so long. 

Statr op Louisiana. — ^There are two houses of legislature, viz. 
a senate and house of representatives ; the first elected quadren- 
nially, and the latter biennially. Every representative must be a 
citizen of the United States, twenty-one years of age, possessed of 
landed property worth five hundred dollars agreeably to tax list, and 
must have resided in this state two years next preceding his election. 
Every senator must be a citizen of the United States, twenty-seven 
years of age, have a landed estate worth one thousand dollars agree- 
ably to the tax list, and have resided in this state for four years next 
preceding his election. The qualifications of electors are, being a firee 
white male twenty-one years of age, a citizen of the United States, 
and having resided in his county one year next preceding any elec- 
tion, and paid taxes. The governor is elected for four years 
by the legislative electors. He must be thirty-five years of age, a 
citizen of the United States, in possession of a landed estate of the 
value of five thousand dollars, agreeably to the tax list, and have 
been an inhabitant of this state, at least six years previous to his 
election. The judges are appointed by the governor, by and with the 
advice and consent of the senate ; they nold office during good 
behaviour. 

State OP Mississippi. — The legislature is vested in a senate elected 
triennially, and divided into three classes, of which one goes out of 
office every year — and a house of representatives elected annually. 
Every representative must be a citizen of the United States, twenty- 
two years of age, a resident in the state for ten years, whereof the last 
must be in the district for which he is elected ; he must have a free- 
hold of 1 50 acres of land, or an interest in real estate of the value 
of 500 dollars at the time of his election, and for six months before 
it. The qualifications of a senator are being a citizen of the United 
States, residence in this state for four years, the last whereof must 
be in the district for which he is electecl, having in his own right in 
the state, an estate of three hundred acres, or an interest in real 
estate of the value of 1000 dollars at the time of his election^ audC<\^ 
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six months before it. The electors are every white male person of 
twenty-one years of age citizens of the United States, who have 
resided in this state one year next preceding an election, the last 
haif of which in the place for which they cJaim to vote, and who 
have been enrolled in the militia, and have paid taxes. The execu- 
tive is vested in a governor elected biennially by the legislative 
electors. He must be thirty years of age, and have been a citizen 
of the United States for twenty years, and have resided in this state 
for the five years next preceding his election, and must be seized in 
his own riffht of a freehold estate of 600 acres of land, or of real 
estate of the value of 2000 dollars at the time of his election, and 
for twelve months previous thereto. The judges hold office during 
good behaviour, but are deprived of office after sixty-five years of 
age. 

Statb of Illinois.' — The legislature consists of a senate and house 
of representatives, both elected biennially by every male white 
inhabitant twenty-one years of age, having resided in this state six 
months next preceding election. Every representative must be 
twenty-one years of age, a citizen of Ihe United States, and an 
inhabitant of this state, have resided in the place for which he is 
chosen for twelve months next preceding his election, and have paid 
taxes. Every senator must be twenty-five years of age, a citizen of 
the United States, and have resided one year next preceding his 
election in the place for which he is chosen, and have paid taxes. 
The executive is vested in a governor and lieutenant-governor, 
who are elected for four years by the legislative electors. They 
must be thirty years of age, and have been for thirty years citizens 
of the United States, during the two years of which next preceding 
election they must have resided in this state. The judges are 
elected by joint ballot of the legislature, and hold office during 
good behaviour. 

State of Alabama. — There are two houses of legislature, viz. a 
senate and house of representatives ; the former are elected bienniallyy 
and the latter annually. Every representative must be a white man 
twenty-one years of age, a citizen of the United States, and have 
resided in the state for two years next'preceding an election, the last 
year of which in the place for which he is elected. Every se- 
nator must be a white man, twenty-seven years of age, a citizen of 
the United States, and an inhabitant of the state for two years next 
preceding his election, the last year thereof resident in the place for 
which he is elected. The electors are, every white man twenty-one 
years of age, a citizen of the United States, havinff resided one year 
in this state, the last three months of which in the place for which 
he votes. The governor is elected biennially by the legislative 
electors. He must be thirty years of age, a native citizen of the 
United States, and have resided in this state four years next pre- 
ceding his election. The judges are elected by the joint vote of both 
houses of legislature, and hold office during good behaviour. 

State of Missouki.*— The legislature consists of a senate elected 



;/" 



Tt; 



HINTS TO BMICTBANTS. 57 

qaadrennially, and a house of representatires elected biennially. 
Every senator nuist be thirty years of age, a free white male citizen 
of the United States, an inhabitant of this state for four years^ and 
of the district for which he is elected one year next preceding hia 
election, and have paid public taxes. Every representative must be 
twenty-four years of age, a free white male citizen of the United 
States, an inhabitant of this state for two years, and of the district 
for which he is elected for one year next preceding his election, and 
have paid taxes. The electors are every free white male citizen of 
the United States twenty-one years of age, resident in this state one 
year before an election, the last three months of which must be in the 
district for which he offers to vote. The governor is elected for four 
years by the legislative electors. He must be thirty-five years of 
age, a native citizen of the United States, or an inhabitant of this 
state at the time of its cession by the French, and have been a resi* 
dent of the same at least four years next before his election. The 
judges are appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and 
consent of the senate^ and retain office during good behavioisr. 



HINTS TO EMIGRANTS. 

Prospect for Operatives in America. — Tailors find much diffi- 
culty in getting steady employment in America, for, besides the work 
done by tailoresses, a great quantity of ready-made clotiiing is 
brought from Paris, as are also ladies' shoes, bonnets, &c. A con- 
siderable number of journeymen printers are at present out of em* 
ployment, the work done here being chiefly jobbing. At cabinet- 
making, a good hand can make as high wages, and live cheaper, in 
Edinburgh, than he can in New York, where, for some time in sum- 
mer, he cannot work for heat, and in winter for cold. They are paid 
by the piece, but the prices are lower than the London standard. No 
ordinary tradesman can readily get constant employment in New 
York ; the best only are retained, and always at low wages, the rents 
at the same time being excessively high. Indeed numbers of trades- 
men, of every denomination, are at present going idle, and wages 
are unusually low. This information was communicated to me by a 
respectable cabinetmaker from Edinburgh, now residing in New 
York; who added, '' I am very unhappy, but would be asnamed to 
return home, having formerly boasted so much of American liberty ^ 
which I now find to be a complete delusion. I have endeavoured to 
prevent my children, as much as possible, from mixing with their 
fellows, as by so doing they would soon lose all respect for father 
and mother. The people have neither morals, nor associations, sucb 
as exist in the Old Country ; and religion is only a vain show, or a 
butt for scofiers. I intend to purchase a farm in the country ; for if 
I remain here much longer, I am afraid my family will, like others, 
lose all sense of morality. This is not a country for honest men^ 
but a place of refuge for rogues."— JIfr Weston. 

On Emioration, from one who has tried it. — '* I would advise no 
one who is in a steady way of business at home, however small^ and 
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who can make both endi meet by strict economy, to think of emi- 
grating. It is a sore trial, and if I had been a single man, with no 
one to provide for but myself, I never would have left Scotland. I 
often think now that a bite in that country would do me more good 
than a bellyful in this. The man that comes here only exchangee 
evils : he is obliged to mingle with a most profane and godless set, 
he cannot give his children a religious education, and it is shocking 
to think of the depravity they must witness from their infancy : com- 
pared with this, I am not sure that poverty is not the least evil,"-* 
Captain Hamilton, 

Scotsmen in America. — Our driver back from the mountains to 
Catskill was a Scotsman from Lanarkshire. He told me that cheap- 
ness of living was his only reason for remaining in this country, and 
that when he had saved a little money he intended to return home. 
He was a native of Douglas Mill, and a good whip. — The Scotch 
ere preferred to other foreigners in all public employments, on 
account of their sobriety, nei&er the English nor Irish can withstand 
the demoralising eflect of cheap liquor so well as the Scotch. — Mr 
Stuart. 

Irish and Scotch in America. — I have ever found the Irish in 
America kind and generous, from the farmer and merchant to the 
day-labourer. I have also received kindness from Yankees, but have 
generally found the Scotch surly — ^fond of speaking evil of their 
country, and the shorter time they have been in America the more 
morose are they. — Mr, Weston, 

What America is not. — America is noplace for lawyers, weavers, 
or shoemakers, for every one is a pettifoger, a weaver, or a shoe- 
maker. For masons there is little use, for slaters none. The houses 
are chiefly built with wood, and the roofs are shingled. Watch and 
clockmakers may stay at home, for the Americans are regulated by 
the sun. It is no place for printers, there are but few readers ; nor 
for tailors, tailoresses are employed. The houses being very simply 
furnished, cabinet-makers are consequently not in much request. The 
horses are covered with harnesses of thongs, but America gives little 
support to saddlers ; in short, to gain a decent livelihood, the trades- 
man and labourer must be ** Jack of all trades." — Mr Weston. 



Letters from America, how far to be depended upon.*— Con- 
versing with a shoemaker from Glasgow some days after, he said, 
'' My brother, who had been some time in America, WTote me a very 
flattering letter about it ; and having read Stuart's book and others, 
I got discontented, sold off my furniture, and came her^ with my 
family. On entering his wooden house, 1 found him sitting in a mis- 
erable room, without almost any furniture, daylight shining through 
the crevices, and two or three pieces of wood burning on the hearUi. 
After witnessing the true state of matters, I accused him of his per- 
fidy, and we almost came to blows. The spirit of the devil seems 
to enter people who come to this <;ountry, and I would not believe 
my nearest friends. I am, however, quite satisfied; I have seen 
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and felt what it is, and will now go home with my family, and be a 
contented man. I have already taken out our passages. — Mr Weston, 

Acquisition of Propbrtt.— Industry, frugality, and the average 
run of abilities, ensure to every man a competence. More than 
average talent, diligence, and the tact of taking advantage of every 
change, is sure to command much more-soften wealth. All the 
money in America, or nearly all, is in the hands of persons who 
have made it. Entails, or unequal divisions of property by will, or, 
in short, any thing like primogenitureship, are never dreamt of.— 
Captain Hall. 

Something Nbeolbss. — At New York the routine observed at the 
custom-house is more annoying than in England. You are made 
first to swear that the account you have given of the contents of your 
boxes is correct; and then to show you that no reliance -is put upon 
your oath^ the officers search them thoroughly! — Captain Hamilton. 

Civility in strange QuARTBRS.<^At New York I found a box of 
new dresses arrived from Europe. In the bill of lading the box had 
been called '' Merchandise," which created some difficulty. The 
collector, who wished to oblige a stranger, good-naturedly said^ 
*' I suppose these things have been worn ;" but I could only say, 
" that iiodoubt they would all be worn in travelling over the country," 
There was no more fuss made about it ; but the box of finery was 
delivered from bondage in less than ten nunutes.^-^Captain Hall, 

Which of the Two to Choose.— Pavements are generally good in 
New York, and the side pavements broader than in England. The 
police is more efficient, especially in cleanliness, than I expected ; 
but it is inferior to second rate British towns. The buildings of the 
city look clean, fresh, and cheerful. — We have not been accosted by 
a single beggar in New York, so says Mr Stuart ; but hear Mr 
Weston. I went along Broadway, the principal street, till I came 
to the city hall. Most of the houses are of wood, consisting of 
sawed deals placed over each other, exactly like masons' sheds in 
Scotland. They appeared to be built upon no regular plan ; but 
were of different heights and shapes, and often intermixed with paltry 
wooden erections. — I saw near the quay a board with a painted in- 
timation on it^ that begging was prohibited. So there are beggai^^ 
though our travellers wont see them. Nmnbers of pigs were running 
about the streets ; I saw no other scavengers. During the time I 
remained in New York, I saw and helped many beggars ; but theirs 
is a poor trade here. I saw plenty of drunken and ragged people, 
and prostitutes ; but not one fiddler or organ-player in the streets ! 
I heard little conversation among the men but about dollars — little 
among the women but about dress or sauces ! — Stuart and Weston. 

Advantagb of bbino a Scot. — The Americans have more kindli- 
ness of feeling for the Scotch than for the English, and that especially 
in Virginia and in the Carolinas. Although there was everywhere 
apparent something the reverse of cordiality to the British nation, 



yet I never met an Aniericnn whn did not seem nnxious to make 
HP by nttentioi) tu uidiTiduaJa for the habitual hostility u'hir.h they 
seem to cherish agniiiBt Eiigliuid us a nation. — Captuia Hall. 

NoTiPBRrECTPiTTBBN, — I WOB lulroduRed bymy friend thepabinet- 
maker to Grmnt Thorburn, Beedtiiuin, the ori- 
ginal of Gait's LauTie Tod. He U a ainguinrly 
diminutire looking person ; and there is noth- 
ing io bis appearance to indicate his abilities. 
At lirst sight one would pronounce him a tsun- 
K man of the world. He worea broad brimmed 
quake hat, a Jarge coat dest^ending alraoet to 
^^ h a an les, whi«h hid the awkward figure of his 
— body wh le the widlk of his trowsers partly 
«n oaled his bandy legs. His store, nhich 
had on e been a church. Is large, and built oF 
Kood The galleries of the church are still 
standing and a e filled th barrels of seeds, while the nails are - 
corered with agrictUtural and gardening implements. 1 cannot say 
much for his knowledge or consistency; but be is certainly possessed 
of a great deal of shreivdness, ingenuity, and ta«te. Ue ig a perfect 
hater of the old country ; and no one who does not listen with.sntiS' 
faction, real er feigned, to his tirades against Britain, will long 
enjoy his good graces. He told me that 1 was now come t« a " free 
country." On replying that " 1 had as yet seen very little of it," 
bis eyes twinkled, and he gave me the American barefaced stare, 
and behaved quite ill-natu 
tyrant as exists between hi 
mnity ore beyond suft^once. — Mr Wettoa. 
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